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ſtated by n yourſelf, that in allowing theſe, you give up 
the ſubſtance of the queſtion. You yourſelf have de- 
clared, That one great end of the extraordinary ifts 
confert'd on the Apoſtles, was, To enable them to 775 EN 7.4 
15, again the ſhocks. of popular rage and perſecution. _ 
Now were not extraordinary ilfuminations, viſions and : 
impreſſions, if given at alli given for this very end? 
For "their particular comfort, as you now word it? 
Therefore in allowing theſe to the apoſtolic fathers, 
- you allow extraordinary gifts which had been formerly 
| granted to the. Apoſtles, to have / EHſted in the church 
| Yr the days. of 1 the We and for 2 fame end A 
— 4 ——_—_——— ee e et e 
. "Therefore 18 ane euriters 4) not. En Oy, * p 
in ths dark, with regard to our preſent argument. And 
conſequently your rriamph' FOE too ſoon: ® Here 
5 * 
F . 8. m 1 10. — gen 5. 28. 7. 9. „ 
ad. then 
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"i 26. 1 
then we. HEY an intercoal of half a_century, in. cube 


we have the ftrongeft * to preſume, that. the err: 
or dinary g 1 7175 the ic age were withdrawn. No; 3 


not if all the 2 105 te Deal of ſpiritual gifts, "as 1 
abounding among the Chriſtians of that age: Not 7% 


traordinary iluminations, wifions, and divine imprefſians 
Fill fubfifted among them, For as to your now puttin 
in, at exerted openty in the church for the 2 7 
unbelievers, 1 muſt deſire you, to put it ok it 
comes a great deal too. late. The qu ng 


55 you and me was ſtated without it, = a hundr 


pages back. Although if it be admitted it will do you 


no ſervice: Seeing your propoſition is e © | 


there were miraculous gifts after the days of the apoſtles, 
whether they were OS. exerted for for the. 9 7 
9 5 + HEE 1 


6. I was @ liule 5 WY FE acts 8 
b of the apoſtolic fathers ſo ſoon. But upon looking 
forward, my ſurprize was at an end; I found you was 
not guilty of any deſign to fpare them: But only de- 
lay d your Remarks till the reader ſhould be prepared, 
for what might have Hack 6: * had it 1 in it 


* e 6 


I do 0 find indeed, that you: make. any + Objettion, 
to any part of the epililes of Ignatius: No nor of the 
catholic epiſtle, as it is called, which is inſcribed with 
the name of Barnabas. This clearly convinces, me, 
you have not read it; I am apt to think, not one A 
of it: Seeing if you had, you. would never have 
flip ſuch an n of e one that ef. 

er ſuber. . 


8 7. But i it would have been fans A you had 1. 
| Fl eas brought in the famous hoenix. of Clements. 
'_  Romanus. And yet you are very merciful upon that 
head, barely remarking concerning: it, That Phe al- 
ledgad the 125 culous ſtory of the Phenix, as a type and 
proof of the refurredtion.. | Wer all the "rm Wri- 
4 
* f. 5. wire Sou en aA. 
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But bf it is wy is certain; r. e the 
argument drawn from it is weak and inconcluſive. Vet 
it will not hende follow, that either Clemens was a 
wicked man, er that he had ons of the' rdina 
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4 gel There is 50 real lemiſh to be Wund m the Whole 


But there is ont circum- 
Nance left pon record Sp g him, which has the 
of weakneſs. * And with this yo ͥdo not 
Hail to acquaint your: thr dt a convenient ſeaſon; 
namely, *#hat in the-maft untient diſpute, concernin, 
the time of holding Eafter, St. Polycarp and Anict 
feverally alledged_ el — — fir their different 
ꝓractice. Aud tis not improbabſ, that Both 7 
What was true; that in a point of ſo little importance, 
the A poſtles variei ne ; ſome of them obſerving: 
it on the fourteenth day of the moon, and others not. 
But be this as it may, it can be no proof, either that 
Palycurp was not an holy man, or that he was not 
favoured with nn n 25 TR 


Ks wikis | Aa; 


96 With \regard_ ene e dh, 
* affirm, tis one of the muſt authentick pieces in 
all primitive antipuity. I will not vouch for its au- 
- thenticity : nor therefore for the ſtory of the dove, the 
flame forming an arch, the fragrant ſmell, or the re- 
velation to Piomns. But your. attempt to account for 
theſe things, is truly curious. Von ſay, An arch of 
flame round his body, is an appearance which might eaftly 
happen, from the common effects of wind. And the dove 
fait to y ont of bim,-might be conveyed into the wood = 
. auhich- vas prefered to conſume him. How much more 
naturally may we account for both,” by ſappoſing the 
Whole to be a modern fiction, wrote on occaſion of 
that account mentioned by E ae but loſt many ages 
ago? But whatever may be thought of this account of 
his death, neither ow this affect the e Whe- 


character of St. Nolycarp. 


£ 
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tber during bis life he was ene «n d. * 5 ONS 
wh of the Holy G Ghoſt. OTE eh 


” "10, There is one pf. oth, a co « Ole pate. 3 


_ | 
Though tis. much, Na did not lead d. -whon 


hi fathers 555 behind, of whom you ral al 
larly as of the reſt. I mean, Hermas: To —— * 
ſay, „ fome impute the fraud of forgi PE the Sibyllineebs 7. 
It would not have been ami vou had told us, 
Which of the antients, whether Chriſtian, Jau, vr 
Heathen, ever accuſed him of this. If none ever 4. 
ſome will be apt to think, tis giving a perſon but hard 
meaſure, to bring an accuſation againſt him which never 
Was 5 of, ill e hundre: bens alter his 
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* — che 7 wag 5 yous. becavſe be 
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0 
Tom all the three. 4 of — from the firſt page 
to the. laſt, are nothing elſe than a. recital of his ex- 
0 3 Kan, * bann. In n ers- 


"Can. you expe, after this, that. any man in Ms was 
"hould. take your word. for any thing under heaven? 
That any one ” ſhould credit any thing which you affirm? 
Or believe you any farther than he can ſee you? Jeſus 
whom you. perſecute can. forgive you this: But ho 


e ee think, you ſhould 
4:5 . 221 3 ö CTC 2 N ee 
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var will not iet me Veep.” Pr" 


11. Youpt cet as teſti mon or Pullin Mart; = 
5 wrote about fifty years after the Apoſtles. He 
ſays (J tranſlate His wan literall Fo here are prophetic 


1 among us even until now. may fee with us, 


th women and men, having 2705 From the Spirit of 
Gov. He particularly inis on that of caſting out 
Keule as what wy one * x fee With his oaun =o. 


2 Been, who wrote ſomewhat later, affirms. That 
wy who were truly difci ples of Jeſus, af miracle. 
in his name: ſome caſt out devils; others had viſiont, or 
the knowledge of future events; others healed the 2. 
* And as to raiſing the dead, he declares it to 


| been frequently per formed, on neceſſary occaſions, by great 
faſting, and the joint fupplication of the church. And 
eve hear many, ſays he, ſpeaking with all kinds of DEN 


nnn. the e 8 


77 heophilus, biſhop of Antioch, who lived i in us | 
fame ape, ſpeaks of 9 out devils as then common 


* in the church. 


12. = Terti ba: cody — e the bt if 
the ſeropd century, challenges the heathen magiſtrates, is 
«call before their tribunals, any perſon poſſeſt with | 
devil. And if the toil Spirit ewhen command:d by any 
Cbriſfian, did not confeſs himſelf to be a' devil, aufe 
elſewhere-ealled- Bimſelf a God, they 1 tale the TOR 


of that e 


2 Minutius Felix, fo poſed to ee! aurote in the bee 
ing of the third century, addreſſmg himſelf. to his 
heathen friend, ſays, . The greateſt part of you know, 
"what confeffrons the Demons rake concerning e 
<oben we * them vut f the bodies of met.” 
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23. |v Origen, /omethi ng younger than. Miautius . 


9 "I That there ike Hill the manifeſt indications 


of the Holy Spirit. For the Chriſtians, ſays he, caſt 
ent dewils, perform many cures, foretel things to com: 
* And many have bcen bouts to Chriſtianity by 1 51 


I have ſeen many * of this fort.'* Pet TT 


* © In another place he ſays, © Signs of he Hol 650 


were ſhewn, at the beginning of the teaching of Jeſus: 


(not as you tranſlate it, miracles began with the preach- 
ing of Jeſus; that is quite a different thing) more ere 


Shewn after his aſcenſion, but afterwards fewer. H- 
ever even now there are ſtill ſome remains of them awith a 
few, whoſe fouls are cleanſed by the word, aud a life 
conformable to it. 4 Again, Some, ſays he, heal the 
iet. I myſelf Bae ſeen many ſo healed, 7 4%. of ſenſes, 
_ madneſs and — other evils, which neither men 


nor devils can cure. Þ And this is done, nat by magi- 


cal arts, but by prayer, and certain Main adjurations, © 


ſuch as any common Chriſtian may uſe: W or gene ralh . 
mon men do | things of this e n 


third century, ſays, © Beſide the wifions of the nig bu, 

even in the day-time, inzacent children among us are filled, 
« evith the Holy Spirit; and in extafies. ſee,. and hear, and 
Heal theſe things, by which Gov is pleaſed to admoniſh, 


and infiru us. Elſewhere he particularly mentions the 


caſting out devils: << hich, ſays he, n depart . 
| Immediately, or by. degrees, according to the. faith of the 


Patient,. or the grace of Him that. works the c cure. 


I Arnobius, who 15 ſuppoſed to have. rate is the 


. gear of Chriſt 303,. tells us, Chriſt appears even now to 
men unpolluted,, and eminently holy, who. lyve Him: 
Whoſe very name puts evil ffurits. to flight ; Ari les their 
prophets dumb, dipriwes the ſooth-ſayers of the power of a an- 

Tring and froftrates the atts of arrogant magicians," . 


e© LaRantius, who awrote os the ſame time, frenk. 


Ing of evil ſpirits, ſays, Heng adjured by We: i 


JEN 11 et, „ t 


| 1 3 Gr ds Ni wrote . 4 middle 1 the 


1 1 90 
* ls ne BS 8 


ae out of. Py 540 27 nen confeſe * 
to be Demons, and tell their 4 even N a which- 
are en in the temple. 
* W — ] tate Tg 
3 16. 0 Th "FS you fay,. are as N — 
which aſſert miraculous gifts, . through, the three firſt cen- 
turies: which might be ſupported by many more of the 
fame kind, from the ſame as well as different writers. 
But none can ſcruple to riſt the by of the. cauſe upon 
_theſe.. Thus far 1 do not. ſeru I do not doubt 
but the-teſtimonies; of theſe nine a 3: added to the 
evidence of the apoſtolick fathers, will ſatisfy every 
impartial man, with. regard to the point in queſtion. 
Vet I ſee no cauſe, if there are nine witneſſes more, to 
give up their evidence; ſeeing you may poſſibly raiſe 


objections againſt 2 8 3 eng others are uncon- 


cerned 1 . 


. 4 ihn you ſhould invalidate 1 Sag reply, 
in behalf * the witneſſes now produced, you will 
have done but half your work: I ſhall afterwards re- 
yy a fair hearing or the others alſo. 155 
r 

N 1 Von cloſe this. head whh 83 1, That | 
the filence of all the apoftalic writers on the ſubject of 
theſe gifts, muſt -diſpoſe us to conclude, they were then 
. withdrawn. O Sir, mention this no more. I intreat 
vou, never name their ſilence again. They ow 
loud enough to. ſhame you as long as. you Ive, 
cannot therefore talk with any grace, of ths — 4 
revival of them, aſten a ceſſation of forty. or fifty Heart 
or draw concluſions from that which er was. 


x 


* Your ſecond remark is perfely new: 43 dare oral 
none ever obſerved before yourſelf, that this particular - 
_ circumſtance of the primitive Chriſtians, carried with 


3 it an air ef impaſture, namely, their > challenging all 


the world. to come and ſce, the miracles which they 
eren To en the argument you ſnould have 


ah. 2. 19. | 0 ** P. Bid. | „ p. 21. 
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TT TY Ry | r es | 
ye. Vou have indeed ad many bold afſertions : 
ut you have not fairly proved one ſingle e 


with regard to the po in hand. | 


that from this time you argue more al more weakly ; 


imagine (and only imagine) yourſelf to have ed. 
F as. To 2 up more Ale ey 


9 __ is more than the 
e dang ery page 


1 52 4 «© Ta © +» „ wff- 24ve 5 = p . x AF + A i 


II. 1. © Om 
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ed was, * To 


e The fond thing you proptd be 


cuscerxing the perſons ſaid to have d exduel with the 
—— of the Spirit. 


New keene, ave think or ſpeck oith reverence, 
ſay you, " of thoſe primitive times, it is- always with 
3 to theſe very — whoſe teftimonies I have bein 
collecting. And they were indeed the chief perſons and 
champions FE 
e of the primitive den, ne, Faſt 
Martyr,” Trendus, Theophilus, Tertullian, Minutius Fe- 
I Origen, Cyprian, Arnobius, LaBaritius. Sir, you 


ſtumble at the threſhold. A common diftionary may 


inform you, that theſe were NY either * 
ops, or martyrs. f 


. Von 80 on as * out. ele more of * 


dave any where affirmed, that they themſelves <vert in- 
d n any power of evorking miracles. You ſhould 
fay, Wieh any of thoſe extrabrdinary ee er 


ha at en ud conferred on his Apoſiles. 18 


2 ibid, BIEN 1 5 * P. 22. % 2 a 1 , 
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beir fla ing their lit pk th erin: 


Bit a natural effect of your lively dsc b. 
Inaſinuch as the farther you go, the more things you 
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have bad 3 . Wee 4 A of 
Bad none.“ 


3 ny” 
+ No!-Have: none of theſs; a W 


ty themſelves were indued with any 1 3 


gifts? What think you of the very firſt of them, . 
Jin Martyr ?. Either you are quite miſtaken, in the ac- | 
count you give of him K elſewhere, or he Amed 

of himſelf over and over. And as to Cyprian, you wi 


1 


by and by ſpend 1 ſeveral pages 3 75 on the ex- 4 
and be 7 Y 
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IF 


gs, $$ = 


But ſuppoſe they nad — — 5 [ED this e 
e What would ot 0a therefrom? ITS 


they were not indued with any extraordinary gifts? 
Then by the very {ame Method of argiting, Jon might 
prove that neither St. Peter, nor James, nor e were 


indued with any ſuch. : For ne do they any aubere 


: 5 this of e a of ide wriingy; Which 
1 Jeſt behind 8 


1 NE: 
ters following the Wales fathers,. do not affirm them 
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# n * N as Hy 
| bind concluſive as this. For if you ſay, The hen. ; 


0 have had any miraculous gifts; therefore they had = 


none: by a parity; of reaſon, you muſt, ſay, “ The 
writers following the Apoſtles, do not affirm them. to 


- -” 4 ; 


4. Your next argument ä the RG of Fikele 
«That the fathers do not tell us the names 

01 them which had them.“ This is not altogether true, 
The N ames of Juſtin Martyr and Cyprian are pretty well 
known: as is, amorg the learned, that of =. Dionyfius 


biſhop of Alerandria. But what if they did not? Sup- 
poſing. miraculous powers were . opezly exerted in the 


| <hurch: and that not only they themſelves, but every one 


elſe might ſee this whenever. they pleaſed: If any hea- 


then might come and ſee, whenever he pleaſed, what 


could a reaſonable man defire more? What did. jt; fig- 
nify to him, to know the names of thoſe, Whom 


| heard propheſying, or porking mirgales? 1k0 with: 


« * 27, 30. 1s, 10% & ſeq. · re. 213. 
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{$3 Wen nevertheleſs{the Chriſtians had no need to pub- 


Ih abroad, to enpoſe them ſe much hg: ener a 


ute ed malice'of ar 5 e 20009 
3 nnn Ann $67. Win — 
ee >a Olin workers 
-— — Lacian tells ws, . Whenever any crafty 
_ quggler went tot nei; Meare ni ababare,. 2 
er repreſents tht Chriſtian evorder-wworkers, as 
ner 5 and common heat ar o/c 


\ 6 6122 3 Hh 


. | codon 1661 29617 
2 any wonde: „ That elther v/Fow or wHes- 
Tor here for rot deleving ee 1 — —— 


1 — — — = 
2 Triftead/ of giving us the tent, bad as it 


on commonly ſubſtitute à paraphraſe yet worſe. 

Ma e ee, to be 
A falthful tranſiation. It. is n eredit to uf cauſe, if 

it needs ſuch ſupports. And this is no I, \ \ 


TR na ts 20 1 5 g 1 


— % 


To that of Lucian e, you e 
* Cætilius too, Who calls, — theſe workers of 
"miracles, u Turking nation, Jhumiing-che light. Then 


they were ſtrangely altered all — For % 


* told us, That juſt before they were proving them- 
elves cheats by a widely different — gp 


bf both * 5 an — wp . 
5 "The arid to come | did! © * ev 


rb 9 ap 150 et begun 7 
be all which the fathers pgs bog . — 
"the petfurs fel to" Bude beew in had avith hoſt extrasr- 
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; of 70 And aceordingly yon proceed to am ' the. 
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ment. 
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y. And, . a 


evidence, to obſerve upon the whole, v. From th 
rafters of the primitiv awander-avorkers,, as given bath. 
Sen ond. ge, We. das of * conclude that the 


Chrifians,.. a0! travelled 
E; affeft the ordinary proudly, in "the converſion of Pagans, 


about. from city. to. ci to | 
7 the extraordinary miracles they pretended to * 


er M35]. ent . nf M8): mor 


eee e 


Sai: what Friends have you cited for this, character? ( 
hat enemies, except only Celſus the Few.?. (And you, 


are a miſerable interpreter for him.) So from the ſin- 
gle teſtimony of ſuch a witneſs, yon lay it down as an 


' oracular truth, That all the miracle workers of the 
three firſt ages, wert mere uagabonds and common cheats, { 


rambling about from city to 89 to aſſiſt in conv 
heathens, by tricks and impoſture! And this you in- 
genuouſly call, Throwing. "7 ſe 2 71 e * VE 


22 e een A bag 89 1 
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95 But to compleat all, 4 1 8 * you, « 208 


. ſhe diſpenſation of | things. aſcribed to Gop, quite dif- 


ferent from' that which we ST with inthe New Teſta- 
We fee @\ diſpenſation!" Where? Not in the pri- 
mitive church. Not in the writings of one fingle 
Chriſtian: Not of one Heathen; and only of one Ju: 
(For poor Ceſſus had not a ſecond; though he 

plies under your forming hand, into a cloud of wit⸗ 


neſſes.) He alone n this to the antient Chriſti- 


ans, which you in their name * to Gob. With 

the ſame regard to truth you go on. In thoſe days. the 
om 44 n miracles (you ſhould ſay, The extra- 
ifts ) was committed to none but thoſe who. pre- 


poor in 5 ho hr of Chriſt Jþ/e dixit, for that But 
I cannot ge word: eſpecially when the Apoſtles 


and — {a ſay otherwiſe. Bat upan the pretended | 
* * Sir, we Wha tne pt nMeN 
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martyrs, or the principal thay 


never talk thus, if 
uünderſtanding about you. He fund ibe — 


Mee bad chatadter 


of the church.” No! I thought Cypre 


: * 
3 
* 


the adminiſtratioi of them committed,” not te err 
5 bad the gouiy ent of the churt, bz wer 10 the biſhops, the 


of the Chriſtian cauſe, 
bat "to boys, to wothen," and above all, to private and 
ob eure laymen: Not * of « an e Gut 2 


5 TE a1. : 


Surely, Sir, you talk in your on a —_ 
you had W eye open, and your 


of them committed, not to thoſe webs had the government 
an had had the 


rnment of the church at Carthage, and Dionyfius at 


 Mexandria!— Not tothe biſbops. Who were thele 


then, that were mentioned laſt? Biſhops, or no duhops ? 


- © Mibp nor martyr, 1 
Wot to the principal champions of the Chriſtian: canſe.— 


— Net to the 3 Well, if Cyprian was neither t 
I hope you willallow Juffin's claim. 


And yet you told us three pages ſince; that heſe wery 
fathers were the chief — of the Chriftian cauſe in 
Mhoſe de But to" boys, and to Women." I anſwer, This 


n that awhich was ſpoken: of by the prophet Joel, I. Sali 


" Come to paſs,” that I will out my Spirit, ſaith the 
Lob, aid your ſens and Jour daughters ſhall prophrfe 


Foa, a you! : openly 


A circumſtanite* which this argument full 


men, not ans 5 inferior, but ſometimes of a bad tha- 
_ rader.” I anſwer, 1. You cite only one ante-nicene 


Writer, to prove them committed to private and ob. 


cure laymen. And he ſays this and no more, generally 
private men to things of this kind. By what rule of 
grammar vou conſtrue ddr. private: and obſcure lay- 


men," I know not. 2. To'prove'theſe-avere ſometimes 


of a bad character, you quote alſo but one ante- 


4 nicene father; (For I preſume you will not aſſert the ge- 


naineneſs of re (lo 80 Wan nen 


, » os irren EIT, To raden ask Ori 
Cont: Cell, 1 vi. | * igen. , 
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who, in his Preſcription 4 inft. heretics, fays, 5 * 


will add many. things of the authority lot power). of 
P 2 ; dead, peut) £ 


every heretical teacher: T. bat they raiſed the 


el the fiel, foretold things to come, — The $97 LD 


But did 7 ertullian believe them? There is no ſhadow 
of reaſon to think he did. And if not, what is all this 


to the purpoſe ? No more than the tales of later ages 
which "9 add, MEE wh MEIN * * a 
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ive juft reaſon to ſuſpet?, that thre: was ſame. original 
2275 in the caſe, and that thoſe rolling wonder-work- 
ers, 'by a dexterity of ij ling +. impoſed upon the pious fa- 
thers, "whoſe ftrong ee, 
tereft of Cbriſtianig, wou fe them to embrace, 
without examination, ry nc 0 4. to promote ſo good 
a cauſe, You now ſpeak 6055 V. plain, and would 


de much diſappointed if thoſe, -who' [Rave no Prong pre- 
Judices for Chriſtianity, did not apply What you fay of 
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theſe frolling wonder LEA 55 'the . as well 
as their 8 W wavy . BR auf 


11.Ay very ſhort auſwwer will ſuffice. 5 things are 2 


range. They are more ſtrange than true... You have 


not proved one jot ot tittle of them yet.” Therefoje 


the conſequences you draw muſt fall to * os l 
8 ſh find them ſome better ſupport. ike hs | 


df - Nay, Ys but ⸗ it is kerle and notori ont you ts, 
that this. was really the caſe in ſome i e 6 That 1s, 
That Arolling, Jug ggling, Wonder Workers impoſed upon 


„ ous fathers. Sir, 1 muſt come in again with my 


oo's note, The proof? Where is the proof? "Till 


"this 6 is produced I cannat allow that this Ds certain and 
5 notorious, even in one individual inſtance. % 6 Hh, 
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+ you have leds out, under this ſecond head. W 
{ miti be fathers bad delivered, e the perſons Tail 
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it is true, . P bet 1 T 


i tow, from any of the primitive writers, concerning the 


haſt nothing to draw: Neither ſufficient fkill, nor in- 


. n all Kitt ee 
charaders ud; * a or Pw who 77 theſe « | 


. of theſe, 7uftin, Irenæus, Theophilus, Tertullian, 


Twi. 


en ONS 26d Che har it 


* R As 


you propoſed was, To throw together all which the 


te be then endued, with the extraerdinary gifts of the FF 
Spirit. And how have you executed what you pro- 

d? You have thrown together a quotation from a 

, two from Heathens, three quarters of a line from 


ger, and three lines from Tertulliam (nothing at all, 
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Permit me, Sir, 1 apply to what was Sake 
3 occaſion. e yew, 5 75 deep, and thou 


duſtry and application. Beſides, you are reſolved to 
draw out of the well, What was never in it, and muſt 
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* Felix, Origen, Cyprian, Arnobius, and Lactan : 
You are therefore now to ſhew, what were the . 
art . characters and One, of 850 fathers. 3 5 


"I ndeed I ſhould think, their opinions had mall! re- 
lation to the queſtion. But ſince FREY think enge 
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imme . 5b Td Woghat 
You premiſe, 3 7 hav jw uber eqtionable 0 * 
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over the apoſtolic fathers: (as ſu WIPER 1 1 5 
1 e to ew, Het —_ other Ls me : 
neither. 4 


You begin vin Wick fix Martyr Wit you 1 


1 7% % off affirms, that 


ney gift of” expoundin 
the holy 7 


cri 1 or the myſteries of God, was granted 


i himſelf, by the fpecial _ of Gov. Upon which 


obſerve, 1. Tr is not yet agreed among learned men, 
that 2 the myſteries of God, is the ſame thing 


With expounding the holy Scriptures. 2. It is not clear, that 
alm. his being endued either with one or 


Tow does 
e other. At leaſt, not Ei the 


miraculous gift of d the n 


3. However you will affirm i it, were Nes to bare 
the pleaſure of confuting it. 'In order to which you 


| recite three paſſages from his writings, wherein he in- 
Ty Scripture weakly enough: and then add (after 


| paſſages which you 
cite. The firſt, literally tranſlated, runs thus: + He 
| Bath-rewealed to us whatſoever ing. wwe have under- 
food by his grace from the Scriptures alſo: the other, Þ 
1 have not any op fuck foner ; but God has given me oY 
is Scriptures. Now Sir, by which 
of theſe — it appear, that Jin affirms he had the 


* 


rained compliment to Dr. Grabe, and a mangled 


- tranſlation of os of his remarks) * His works are but 
little elſe than a wretched collection of interpretations f 


whe fame kind. Yet this pious father inſiſis, that they 
neither 


avere all ſuggeſted to him from heaven. No; neit 
one nor the other, Neither do interpretations of Scrip- 
ture (good or bad) make up the tenth of his wri- 


. tings: nor does he inſiſt, that 44 oſe which are 


found therein, were ſuggeſted to bim from heaven, This 


does not follow from any paſſage you have cited yet: 


nor . his e in a ee 0 ge think | 
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ö 7 could bave ddd theſe things in ** e 17 
I had not by the will of Gop received the grace to um: 
VEE them? _ 5 


4. However, now 104 'your wings. 7 What 

: 01 ſay you, can be 0s clp'yo father, in the re- 
fort of other peoples gifts, who was fo grofly deceived, or 
villing at leaft to deceive others, in this confident at- 
** ion of his ewn?. The anſwer is plain and obvious. 

| is not clear, that he atteſts his own at all. "Conte | 

| quently, as yet his credit is unblemiſhed. 


"% « But he did not underſtand Hebrew, gd ure 
derivation of the Hebrew meds Satan.” 
; Joving than. That he was no good etymologiſt, his 

W 


oh But to blaſt his credit for n 
reckon up all the herefies which he held. And firſt, 
2 He believed the doctrine of the Millennium; or, That 
all the ſaints ſhould be raiſed in the fleſh, and reign awith 
Chriſt, in the (enjoyment of all * 5 for a 
thouſand years be efore the general reſurrefion.” Theſe 
vou mark as tho' they were Juſfins words. I take 
knowledge you. hold, no faith is to be kept with he- 

Þ goo : and that all means are fair which conduce to 
| rs IN ee | 
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4. + e that 1 can account for 
12 * of their enjoying all 
ſenſual pleaſures] he deduces from the' teſtimony of the | 
prophets; am of St. John the apofile : and was, | | 
| in it by rhe fathers of the ſecond and third centuries. . 
The doarine (as you very well know) which Ju- 
. drauced from tbe and the apoſile, and in 
evbich be avas undoubtedly followed by the fathers of | 
the /econd and third centuries, is this: 


The ſouls of them who have been martyred for the 
W of 7e/us, and for the word of Gov, and who 
have not worſhipped che beaſt, neither received his 
mark, ſhall live and reign with Ghrift a thouſand 
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3 N to ay,” they believed ha is ; neither more nor 2 

7; W 8 than to ſay, they believed the Bible. I] 

= 1 us 5 

„1 bd > The ſecond hereſy. you charge him with, is/ihe 

1 ek, « 2 That thoſe Son, of Gop mentioned; 

s. Ses. vi. 4. of whom it is there ſaid, They came in 25 

* to the daughters of men, and they bars children o them i ; 

” were evil angels.” And I 1 he too lighty re- 3 
ceived. this, on the teſtimony of the Fewv/s' commen- 3 

-. . tators. _ But this only proves, that he was a fallible | 

=: man: r 

n 8 . and ears. 5er „ e yo N Ie | | 

7. You charge him, aba with {vert FEY 
3 Purious books, publiſbed under the names of the Sibyl 
54 1 and Hyſtaſpes, 1 the ſame"reverente as the prophetic 


Is | Seripturtt. His words are, By the power of evil gi. 
Fits, it abt, made death, to 2 the books o Hyſtaſpes, 


= | br. of the Sibyl, or of the prophets. "Wall: how does 
this prove, that he treated thoſe books avith the * 
33 never ence as the prophetic Scriptures . 

= 
1 r v b But ## 7s certain; you fay, Hah un 

227 authority of Juſtin, they were. held. in the bighes 
a"  weneration, 3, rhe 8 ou ralers 4 . chirth, thro 
- | all fcchrding ages. © Md eee 
„ | ee e a n pai ae; 
id fit, of the fact; next, of the reaſon. you' aſſign for it. 

- 8 The fat * That theſe books dert held in the higheſs - © 
ol venerati on, b by the fathers and rulers thro” all ſucceeding 
= " 1 in 25 wiſe proved by that ſingle quotation 
f from © Clemens Alexandrinus, wherein he © urges the 


heathens with the e of their own authors, f 
the Sibyl, and of Hyftaſpes. We cannot infer from 
hence, that he him a 2 Them 3 in the hightft veneras — © 
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n, you. cite wp writer of any ipde | 
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But / you tell u. f | oy of theſe 
books. to. Juſtin. Be pleaſed to tell us hkewiſe, who 
thoſe are: and what g edge for that im- 


nn. . f no Sgniication, . 


ly; « © With erg 
the Septuagint verſion 
Eh ing, that he himſelf, whe 
ED W the remains of the cells in whic 
the tranſlators were ſhut up F und with making 1 Ca- | 
kderable miſtake: in 8 relating thereto.'” 
And if all this 8 and over and hore, that 
be i hal. books, and cites the 
gained, to- 
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f antiqnity 5 
45 n utmoſt; And, firſt, you 
reply, e, judgment alone may, in. ome: caſes, 
| diſqualify „ — eing a. good witneſs. Thus Ju- 
F himſelf was impoſed wpon,. by, theſe of Alexandria, ; 


a #4 * , 
nds ** ow :. hn 


awvho ſbewed bim ſome old ruins under the name of cells. , 

| And fo be was by theſe who told him, F there was a q 
flatue at Rome, inſcribed Simoni Deo Sancto: aubera- ; 

as it was. really. 4, e 8 % an 4 
old deity of the. ſay you, 4E [ 
+... pins be 3 . W the m ® 4 
avould he be deceived, fubtle and crafty impor : 
nn A man of good {Judgment may he ales Nt 
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tion of the Chriſtian dodttine,. as well as the great fart 
f the Sibylline oracles, and, the ſentences Mercurius. 
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ſmall degree of common ſenſe, he ebe deceived. 


3 facts where he is both at, wh and ear-witneſs rt A 


1. For 1 0e blow, y n_ exdexyour to pr ve 
8 Julia was a k Aae e elf "as A 
To this end you remark, © Thar he cha 
es out of the Greek Bible; one 


whereof ſtands there 


Nay, that able . critic. and divine John Crows 15 
know when to beftow honourable appelations] 
Juſtin forged, and publiſhed this paſſage, for the — ol 


That Juſtin forged. theſe pailages, a Man of © 
would hope: 7 he read them 1 in his And de (though 
eorreQ), of the Greek. Bible. you diſprove: 


this, or prove the aſſertion: of Xs yon are got not 
a ans er Hill. But OR ou have-taken. 
to blacken him, wi 1 


* von fl next, 2 
enümerate all the milgkes in his Writin 
That he held the doctrine of the W 0 
F a weak fancy of Papias concerning it. Secandly,. 

hat. he believed. our Saviour to have lived hfty years. 
"Thirdly, That he beheved Bares 3 Elias were 8 2 
ſated, and St. Paul caught up to that very pa 
from which. Adam Was expell'd: 7&6 he might, 1 = 
the later fat athers with him, without ** the 
better or the og Fe Wan That he believed the 


22 r 2 nent. verſion: Nay, and. 
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and the other'two. wee e 
expunged by ſome ew, but added by ſome Chriſtian; 
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m, and re- 


taught theſe as doctrines of Ht univerſal church; de- 
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Grits, but reſtored again after ſeventy years by. Tha at, 
* Inſpired for that purpole, this a [you ſay, but 
do not prove] be aug follewed by all the ; principal fa: 
thers that ſucceeded. him: Although there © is no better 
foundation for it, than that Fabulous relation in the . 
und book of Eſdras. You. add, Fifthly, That <« 
believed the ſons of Gov, who came in to the dau- 

ters of men, were evil angels: And a// the early fa- 
thers, you are very ready to believe, were drawn int 
the- ſame error, 9 the authority * 4 pa. book of 
Enoch, cited by . Judi. e 


4 
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"iS Wks aft ity hae ve our Gar 66 Se. Hd, fl 
or Trenæus, you gather up theſe fragments of error, „ 
that nothing be loſt, but alſo to the whole body of the 
Anitient Chriſtians. For all thoſe abſurdities, you ſay, 
Were taught by the fathers of thoſe ages, (naturally im- 
by all the fathers) as. . of the unider- 
Ja © 3s, derived immediately from bps : and 
7 fa neceſſary, that thoſe 46 Bela 
were hardly confidertd as teal Chriſtians. Here I 4M 
you to prove as well as aſſert, 1. That all theſe 
a of the Millennium in the groſſeſt ſenſe of 
ir, of the age of Chrif, of Paradiſe, of the deftruftion » 
of che Scriptures, of the Septuagin t verſion, and of , 
evil angels mixing with women, were taught by all | 
the: fathers of thoſe ages: 2. That all thoſe fathers 
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rived immediately from the Apoſtles; and 3. That 
they all demzed choſe o be r e -who' held | 


iy contrary. | „ Ws 

13. You next cite. two fir Facked Aion "= | 
20 uk and à weak ſaying out of the writings of 
"Trenezus. But all three prove no more, than that in 
theſe inſtances, he did not ſpeak with ſtrictneſß of Judge- 
ment: Not, that he was incapable of knowing what 
- he ſaw with his Wusden, or of truly relating itt to othe 


- Before we proceed wia with equal good hut 
22 impartiality you remark concerning the reſt of * 
theſe fathers, it will be. propor to conſider W more 
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after death. 11 is poſible he might, but whether it i 
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vos ay ſecondly, = Þ <a the. common + chlkdgi 7 
all the fathers, taken from the authority of Juſtin Mar- 
tyr, that the demons wanted the fumes of the ſacrifices to 
0 them, for” the WA eat | 45 their N Pear. 
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Sir, Nei of ret on r erning 
one of ce fathers, upon your bare aſſertion. it 
therefore defire you to prove by more than a fray of 
a ſentence, 1. That 7u/fin himſelf held this opinion; 
2. That he invented it; 3. That it was the common 

of all the fathers, and 4. . gk 
in on his authority. 5 
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4 'You affrm, thirdly, - 0. He ow; hed ib ith | 
wield and ſubmit to the name of Jeſus : As alſo, to the 
name of the God of Abraham, Yorre. and Chery 935 
A he may. | 


Laflly, you oth a bee * kim, e 2 the 
Spirit of Gap, influencing the minds of holy © men. 
But neither does this in any meaſure affect his credit 
as a witneſs of fact. Conſequently, after all that you 
Bave been able to draw, either from himſelf, or any © 
the primitive evriters, here is one witneſs of unque 
tonable credit, touching the miracles wrought in the 
ive church, touching the ſubfiſtence of the 1575 
traordinary Lifts, r the days of the Apoſtles. 
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have not done with him we » Forgery, you fay, bas 
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au 4 Tuſtin, Fohn Croius and. 
| 2 4 pon Tun [by Jo be charged on ſl 
1 Tenæus. For what other account can be given, bit 
1 5 Lrequent appeals to apefolical tradition, for 'the ſupport * W 
. of Jo many ingredible doerines ?. Why, this very na- age 
| tural one, that in non-eſſential points, he too eaſily 155 
ſollowed the authority of AER A. Ac Ee Who litt 
on flight grounds believed. many ap 0p s to ye inf 
i RP been Eid or or done by the Apoltles. owing all all 
3 this, yet it does not give us ſo 4 L . an idra, * 
| 2 thoſe 2442 hah wat and WE Champions * the 7 i. 
The ane account may bs. given of his miſtake, Vo 
| r concerning the age of our Loxp. There is there- lik 
fore as yet neither reaſon nor any 'plauſible'pretence | +2 
for laying forgery. to his charge. And conſequently, 7 
A an 
e BIR * 9 
But you fay, Forces * He. was. a 2ealins afſirter- of 
= | M tradition. He might be ſo, and. yet be an oneſt 
| | | 475 * Papi whether have been miſtaken 45. bathe | 8 
t ſup apias to have a diſciple of Jo It: 
| A 8 *. n 45 5 a 
| \ | 
| | "You fay, thirdly, He 8 * I the be diiplenaf tu 
| | Simon Magus, as well as of Carpocrates, uſed magi cal MW N 
1 crit: That u the dead were frequently raiſed in his time: P! 
| That » the Jews by the name of Gop caft out devils: * 
3 And that many bad even then the gift of tongues, al- Wor 
bo he had it not himſelf. This is the whole of your 5 
| againſt Henæus, when ſumm'd up and laid to- KW © 
gether. And now let any reaſonable. perſon judge, il + 
. | Whether all this gives us the leaſt cauſe to queſtion, ei- 
* ther his having ſenſe enough to diſcern a plain matter I 
| of fact, or honeſty wy to relate it. Here then is ti 
one more credible witneſs, of 3 gifts aſter the i 
nme + 16019 2-205 20 ee ee ee 
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. - 18. Miar-you advance concerning the hiſtory" of 
| tradition, Jam neither concern'd to defend nor to con- 
fute. Only I muſt obſerve, yon forgat yourſelf again 
x where you ſay, The fable of rhe Millennium, of the old + 
age of Chriſt, with many more, 'were all embraced by - 
j .carlieft . fathers. For modeſty ſake, Sir, think a 
little before you ſpeak, and remember, you yourſelf 
_ inform'd us, That one of theſe was never honey af 
9 Row, F r r 17 1 


109. YT cannot, you! fay;' miſs this WON OY? 5 
out taking notice, That witchcraft & WAs univerſal be: 
liew'd through all ages 'of the primitive church.” This 


3 you ſhew by citations from ſeveral of the fathers: Who 
— likewiſe believed, as you inform us, That 2 vi ſpirits 
e KK Had power frequently to affii either the bodies or minds. 
's BB of men: That they a&ed the parts of the heathen gods, 
- and afſumed the forms of thoſe who were called from 
; the dead. Now this opinion, ſay you, is not only A proof 


of the groſſeſt credulity, but of that ſpecies of it, ks hon ; 


$ of all others, lays a a man the oy open *o Fmpoſfure.” * „rs 
a And yet this opinion, as you FEAR full well, Had 
1 its foundation, not only in the hiſtories of all ages, and 


5 all nations throughout the habitable world, even where 
Ig. / Chriſtianity never obtained: But particularly i in Scrip- 
g ture; in abundance of paſſages both of the Old and 
New Teftament: As where the //-aelites 'were'® 6X: | 
preſly commanded, not to ſuffer a auitch to live; B 
where St. Paul numbers witchcraft with the worte of 
the feſh, and ranks it with adultery and idolatry: And 
e where St. John declares, without are K ater rang and 
ö wHoremongers and ee. be, £ 


That the © 9 of the ie are n is declared 
in terms, by one of thoſe who are ſtiled inſpired\wri- 
ters. And many conceive, that another of them gives 

us a f plain inſtance, of their aſſuming the Jorma of vue 

3 who were a, la the Oo e {AF FRA 
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that old of quer ave h 


20. Ne ly... ar] ea e ny, : 
P by. ſuper; 1 fancies, could not en fuſpert. be 1 
pr etenſions of thoſe vngrant jugglers, who in-thaſe prims- ; 
vive ages,  avere iſo numerous and a induftriouſly employed, - 
in deluding their fellow creatures. Both Heathens, 70 4 
and Chriftiaits are all allowed to have had ſuch i s 


among them. By whom, Sir, is this allowed o the 
Chriſtians ?: P. ren A was it ever affirmed 1 
of them? Who informed ou of their growing ſo au- c 
 merous? And: W ſuch fey in their employment? Y- 
To ſpeak the 3 truth, your mind n pears to be %% , 
520 
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totally poſſaſt by. t heſe uagrant i 45 u cannot * 
_ tay P word-about the Gro ae church, but they im- 


mediately ſtart up before you; though there is no more 
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21. You conclude this EX for b b I hen Slows — he 0 
ag re arrived to this pitch of credulity, as to believe that 
ui ſpirits or evil men can auari airacles in appoſetion to J 


miraculous, "whatever. is, pretended to be . in 2 5 
Fence of it. Once more you have ſpoke out i 


have f without diſguiſe, what you think 
Paul and the Heng pn which he (poor = man al ) 
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Eater ed W evil men, 3 . 
poſition to the Goſpel; and of St. Job, talking fo. 
idly of him who k doeth great wonders, and diceiveth 
| thaw that acl oz the urrb (even'tho* they Were not 
2 2 man er e I 
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re. eee AE bh Faſtin Martyr, A 


} : Theophilus, ertulliun, Minutius Felix, Origen, prian, 

TA Hrnodbius, and Laftantims; at the fame time obſerving, 
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„ba et e cee And bye Are theſe 8 | 
3 and true? That is the pa qui” eee Bees 


ors 
ar 7 \. You ſay, No. And to prove, chat theſe Nine aro Are 
9d ves, bring ſeveral charges againlf Taos of a 


Wi id Res. Amlwerelk ur ene 
fo, * ne, to be falſe: Some, Though Mak, > (oh; vas 


Dt "IX their evidence. ak tie 44 
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Oh! 8 you ha « uh want trek, a 
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= ; only: repeat the words which thoſe have taught hem.“ * 
ö : e eee W CER 
* * fay, But thow often maſt yon be reminded, That 
N _ fiying and proving — J. grant, DANES or 
1. four opinions, ſome (though not af) oF thele were . 
du taken, as well as thoſe two. But 95 by no 3 
Bo proves; that they were all knaves together: Or that if 
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23. You have therefore made x more laws pics of | 
n (if poſſible) than on the mel] 
You have promiſed great things, and performed jan | 
nothing. You have left above three- parts in four of 
your work, intirely untouch'd.; 5 as: theſe two are not 

a fourth part even of the writers you had named, as 
the continuance of the Ze" rags 22 85 x 
ter the age of the Apoſtles. - 75 
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But you have taught that trick at leaſt to your — | 
grant jugglers, to ſupply the defect of all other argu- 
ments. At every dead lift, you are ſure. to play upon 
us, theſe dear creatures of your own Imagination. They 
are the very ſtrength of your battle, your tenth legion. 

Vet if a man impertinently calls for proof of their ex- 
iſtence, if he comes cloſe and N. e 5 
they immediately vanuſh ks 
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IV. Ys are, in the fourth 38 7 review all the 
feveral kinds of miraculous gifts, which are pretended to 
have been given; and to obſerve from the evade __ nee, 


bow far they may reaſons ly felon... +64 a MW 


Theſe, you ſay, are, 1. The Power - waer = 1 
dead, 2. Of healing the fcb, 3. Of caſting out devils, + 
4. Of propheſying 3 * 5. Of 67 wvifions, 6. Of 400 


r r ot res 00 ot ad a re tas i 


© covering the ſecrets of men, 7. Of expounding me 8 mw 


am b nene. W | K 


T had rather had ax account of the miraculats 933 5 


as they are repreſented to us in the biftory of the goſpel. ' 
But that account, you are not inclined e. e | 
; 
J 


| men, we have. 


Sed. I. 1. Aud, 4ſt, 8 — | 
airings 1 This was frequently per formed on neceſſary occa- . 
fions; when * great faſting and hos 1 82 3 of the | * 
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and the _ Was it n to * erer We ihe ſaints | 


2. But jou object, ry There tr wot an bees ft eh . | 
26s found in the three -firff' centuries." I preſume you 
mean, no Heathen hiſtorian has mentioned it (for Chri- 


iar hiſtorians were not.) I anſwer, 1. Tis not pro- 
bable a Heathen hiſtorinn would have related ſuch a 
fact, had he known it. 2. Tis equally improbable, 


he mould know it: elng the Chriſtians knew with | 
whom they had to do; and that, had ſuch-an- inſtance 
been made publick, they would not long have enjoyed 
him who had been given back to their prayers, They 
could not but remember what had been before; when 
| the Jews ſought Lazarus 40% to kill him: a very obvi-. 
ous reaſon why a miracle of this particular kind, ought 
not to have been publiſhed abroad: eſpecially; conſi- 
dering, thirdly, That it was not deſigned, for the con · 
verſion. of the heathens; but on occafions neceſſary for 
the ood of the church, of the Chriſtian community. 
y, It was a miracle proper above all others, to 


ſupport and confirm the Chriſtians, who were daily 


tortured and lain, but Aren ys the h ope o of ban. | 
ing a beuer reſurre&tio 


58 Von object, e Ei 1 2 bs 8 — 8 
affirmed the thing 15 0% to be impoſſible. They did ſo. 
a is it a - ques ann dn e Aut Ges: —_— | 


ous von en thirdly; "That FOE: 8 o, an 
eminent heathen, fearce forty" years: after. this, aid: fo 
Theophilus %% of Antioch, '** Shew me but one raiſed 
from the dead, that I may ſee and believe.'” Theophilus 
could net. Su ppoſing he could not, I do not ſee, that 


this contradicts the teſtimony of renæus; for he does 


not affirm (though you * ſay, he does) That this was 
performed," as it were; in tvery pariib, on place. außbere 
2 «vas a Chriſtian church. He does not affirm, thac 


it was performed at Autioch : probably, not in TY 


».. . 7% 1% . 724" : 
ELIA. | : E. 2 Bos church | 
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164 


_ ehatchy viileſa where a concurrence ef n its 


* cumiſtances required it. Much. leſs does he affirm, 
That the perſons raiſed in France, would be alive forty 


 pears\afies./\/Therefars althe? it he „1 That 


the hiſtoniang of that age are ſilent, 2. That the bea - 


hand (ad, e e was was impoſkible, and, 3. That 


| Theephidus did nat anſwer: the challenge of che heathen 
Autulycut: all this will. nat invalidate in any degree, 


the expreſs t of Trex-us, or prove, that: 7 
have been taiſed from the nen an 
Wee bb 093 0! 464 4245 
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eg. 1 . 95 3 e healing = 
Ard oftere pri- by quainting them: with ail: in ſa- 
t f which, as you obſerve, the antient taſtimonies 
are more full and expreſs. Nut 4 his, you lay, might 
be: accounted for withaut a: mirecte by the natural effitacy 
ef the ail ali I doubt not. Be pleaſed to try, how 
man n dan cure thus, that are blind, doaf, dumb; 


* vou, ren —— this. 


= 2; Sue 10 a. 993 FI Bit . * 5 
2. Of this Yo | dem not .infevibla. ulrendy, and 
therefore fly away to your favourite ſuppoſition, t 
they were nat cuted at all: that the whole matter 
was a cheat from the begivning to the end. But by 
what arguments do yau evince this? Fs firſt is, 7 


The heathens Saeed to da the ſame. Nay, and me+ 


naged the impoſture with ſo much art, that the Chri- 
as could neither deny vor detect it; but infifted always, 
ebat. 4 anas performed by Demons, or cuil ſpirits. - 
ſtill che heathens maintained, The cures were wrought 
by. their Gads, by AÆſculapius in particular. And where 
is the difference ?. Seeing, as was: ne mine nay 
Gads of thy Shane Were but Auih. 

EX" 12837 

Hr Bo you, fe Abe! ele eee: apery 
232 in proof — of theſt cures, at the time 


endet auer wot br e e b e 


e e r 
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or paralytic: and experience, if nat philoſophy, will 
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SO why en enen 


Ta 


1 e evere pure forgeries. How is it certain? | 
If you can ſwallow this without good proof, you are 


far; more credulous than I. I cannot, believe, that the 

whole body: of the heathens,. for ſo many generations, 
wereutterly deſtitute of common. ſenſe, any more than 

= common honeſty. Why ſhould you fix ſuch a charge 


. — PRE cities ang Sonnet You. could have * 


* 4 . 240 bake. hr no dan 2 70. 


fur priſingiy healed of tbemſeluen. And therefore we 
cannot pay any great regard to ach flories, unleſs we 
knew, more preciſely in this cafe the, real bounds between 
nature and miracle. Sir, J underſtand you well. The 
drift of the argument is eaſily ſeen. It points at the 
Maſter as well as his ſervants: and tends to prove, 1 
after all this talk about miraculous cures, we are not 


ſure there were ever any in the world. But it will do 


no harm. For altho' we grant, 1. That ſome recover, 


even in ſeemingiy deſperate caſes, and, 2. That we do 


not know in any caſe, the preciſe hound: betavten nature | 
and miracle: yet it does nat follow, therefore I cannot 


be aſſured, there ever was a miracle of healing in the 


world. To explain this by an inſtance. I do not pre- 


, Cciſely know, how far nature may $0, in healing, that 


is, reſtoring ſight to the blind. Yet this 1 aſſuredly 
know, that if a man born blind, is ; reſtored to ſight, by 
a word, this is not nature, but miracle. And to ſuch 


5 a ſtory, well eue all ee men will U paths 


higheſt regard. 


. The ſum of what you have . on this 
head, is, 1. That the heathens themſelves had miracu- 
lous cures among them; 2. That oil may cure ſome 
diſeaſes by its natural efficacy, and, .3: That we do 


* * * 2 
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not know the preciſe bounds. of nature. All this I-al- . 
low. But all this will not prove, that no miraculous 5 


cures were performed, either by gur Log and his 
Apoſtles, or by thoſe who led in the three ſucceed- 


: ing centuries. 
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much ſhorter way. not have Been Texter, 
mes at à firoke; by prov. 


to overthrow all thoſe teftimo 
tete never was any devit in the. world?” "heh 


If it be aka, But wets'® ebe Herbe, avid confeſs foſſa bu 


yes ENG IP and their unftbertug to — ien, 10 
Fling but the ord! Hupe of an cpi. 'You take 
in a ſecond Hh — „ aft 8 theſe by the 
arts of impoſture and contrivance, betewern tht LN - 


| concerned i in the a. 
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But is not this ſomething * -dinary nnn 
epileptic fits, ſhould be capable of fo much +? ant 


contrivance? To get over this difficalty, we are to 


ſuppoſe that- art and contrivarice were the malt ingre- 


dients; ſo that we are to add only e 
the ber, and ſometim K 


wp — can Wade ther 
that there were never any devils caſt out at all {neithe? . 
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port a Klaas, which Was uſeful to thi. Cain Fanſe. 


5 were projudietd in faybur of the Bible N 
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proof. Fitherto you. have provid able 
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. However, ® Not ite d . 150 
Be 1 hyperBolical fyli that is, in pla 3 
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flory declares. Vou ſhould have ſaid an zm artial wri- 


ter. For Who Would ferüiple that character to Nr. 


Le Cltr&? And yet I cannot take Ether his dr . 5 
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Who, oppojed. ane cheat to another. Apt ſcholars, who | 
Acted their, part ſo well, as even to deceive their ma- 
17 ſters! But whatever the Heathen were, we cannot 


6 ; the ſons of the Jews caſt them aut. I mean, upon ſup- , 
„ HR 


3 that: the devils uſed to 


clare, 
ME ens believing. ai 


nus e you. ſhould in candor have informed 3 
| reader, that it is diſputed, whether the life of il * 


proved? Why Tertullian u an utter enemy to plays 


ays. 


6. You add, a Hake . 3 even . 
out dei. Now a 
will be granted, That thife Jewiſh: and Heathen er- 
impoſtors. K the fathers 5 

iewed,” they, really 'caft tbem ont. Now if they: co 


r, 


were the very men who ſet them to work! 


t, that all the Jeb exorcifts were ' impoſtors. 
7hether the Heathens caſt out devils or not, *tis ſure 


poſition, -that bo by Ky al caſt * and. 3 
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in & ferent ages, 3 agree, with regard. 20 all | 

the-main circumitances.””. And: this you: apprehend ta 
be. a mark of i impoſtute.' 4 lee, re | 
copied from each 6 err Now a vulgar baader wauld 
have imagined, that any fingle account of this kind, Nl 
re . 
parallel accounts. of what many had ſeverally f 
menen different Pla cas. 
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3 can believe this: who can ſuppoſe, that not one of all 
| thoſe impoſtors, ſhould either thro! inadvertence, or 
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10. You obſerve, thirdly, - That many my dem 
could not be cured, + int, Flt ma exortiſts, and 
that the cures which were pretended to be wrought” on 
thy, were But temporary; - were. but the 1 of a 
Particular fit, or acceſs of the diftemper. - —_ you ſay, 
i evident, from the teftimony. of antiguity itſelf, and may 
be clearly clleSet _ the Aches of . _ in HY 


extient church. 
| / 1} o bie : 10 1 1 8 . 8 15 28 281 : g | 5 af 
Sir, you are the mod obliging difputent in the world: 
for you continually anſwer your own . Your 


laſt obſervation confuted all that you advanced be- 
fore. And now you are ſo kind as to confute that. 
For if, after all, theſe demoniacks were real epilep- - 
ticks,- and that in fo. high a degree, as to be wholly 
incurable: what becomes of their art and pratice? and 
of the very good c r rr 1 er 
Ju aux n 8 | 
SLE THESES ix 1 ** - 
Having allowed you: vt abs * f 8 a8 
way ſuffice to confute yourſelf, 41 1 muſt now obſerve, 
it is not true. For all Nee is evident. from the teſtimony 
of antiquity is this: that although many demoniacks 
were wholly delivered, yet ſome were not, particularly 
in the third century: but continued months or years, 
With eee er, before 3 We 
A eee e I ah 0879501 7 . | 


11. 'You bee, fourthly, 1 That euer niacin of de- 
moni acis fubfifted i in thoſe early ages, whoſe chief babita- 
tion was in à part of the eburth, nohere as in a bind of ho/- 
Pital, they vere under the care of the exorcifts —* Which 
<oill actourt for the'confidence of theſe challenges made to 

ebe Heathens by the” W re Come 8 


, | * | | TE YT WES 
„„ „% lib gg HI 


. 


b 
* 
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80 now "the 8 aa the. . lo quift 


and. the exorcift, is grown more cloſe than ever! But : 
the misfortune; is, this obſervation likewiſe, wholly 
, overthrows that which went before it. For if all the 


groaning and- howling and other ſymptoms were no 
more than what they. lauer . to by.their exor- 
cifts ; then it cannot be, that many m of them could not 
poſſibly be cured, by all the poauer of hoſe exerciſts. What 
could they not poſſibly. be — to know their maſters? 
And when to end as well as when to begin the ſhow ? 
One would think, that the cures. wrought upon theſe 
might have been more than temporary. 
prizing, that while they had ſuch numbers of them, 
wo uld ever: infer the n rn Wen twice. 


1 *. me — ng 6fihly, n „ber — 7-00ck this _ 
of Ain out dewili, had hitherto been in tbe hands only 


of the meaner part of the laity: (that wants 2 it 


was, about the year 367, pat under the direction of the 


clergy; it being then decreed by the council of Laodicea, 
that none ſhould be exorcifts but thoſe appointed ſor or- 
 dained ') by the biſbop.. But no ſooner vas this done, even 

by thoſe who favoured and defrred to — * nay the 
81 1060 gradually eee and e ” 


Von here bam not only your e pre: : 


ceding obverſation (as uſual) but likewiſe what you 


had obſerved elſewhere, » That the exorcifts began 
to be ordained, about the middle F the third century. 


If ſo, what need of decreeing it now, above an hun- 

dred years after? Again, if the exorciſts were ordained -. 
an hundred years before this council ſat, what change 
was made by the decree of the council? Or how came 


the power of caſting out devils. to ceaſe upon it? Vou 
fay, „the biſhops fi e and deſired to Juppore. it, 


— 


i 3 * , „ 3 * 9 86. 1 : 
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could drive the ih _ of them, woke they 4, fuch 1 85 
brews ie and diſeiplintd by 580 e, = groan. and 5 


_ 


Nay, tis ſur- 


"27 


eden dd oy not ſupport it? N mil have been 
they (not che poor exorciſts, who were but a degree 
| enn. Who bad hitherto' ie ſueb numbers of 
them in pay; + was become of. them now? Were 
all the groaners and howlers dead? And no more to 
ured for money? Or rather, did not the biſneps, 
chin you, grow co veteus as they grew rich; and fo 
i fewer and fewer of chem , 'ill ue —.— the 
Hole Buſttick dropped? | hp: 
Gi e 12 e Ne f | 
13. "Theſe are your at it d the 
\promiſe of dur L685, In my nam Ball th 
it &witr: wheredy (to take Tae work) you N 
Him and His Apoſtles, jift as 2 
fathers. Bit by a Rrange jumble of ideas in your head, 
. wick that you prove nothing. _ BY 
attempting to ſhew, all Whe Seine d his power 
be st once” both focls and Knaves, you hade wolle 
your Whole Gault; and; in the event, neither ſhewn 
chem to be one nor the opt! . As the one half of your 
urgument all along, juſt ſerbes to overthrow the other. 
So that after all, che antient roſtimonies WR us 
Life, n and unſhaken. | 


E F « 4 . 
* 32 par aw of 


Send v. — * e That he fou 
| e a bat ee the fifth 

5; the ſixth, of W/covering f be fecrets 4 
men. = bers 506d nadie han ello 9 telling 

S, * The next miraculous gift is that of prophetic viſions, 
af] Anat #ances (e#tatic ext you might have 
faid) andthe diſevvery of mens hearts. But why do you 
thraft all three into one? "Becauſe, you ſay, theſe ſeem 
to Be the fruit of one ſpirit. Moſt certainly they are, | 
whether it 9 A ee 
: WeFpitit of deb Kor 7 * 


ag e . you 
chiefly dwell, (che fifth of thoſe you before enumers 
aking but little notiet of the * Foretelling then 


* * * 4 VE 
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Sus (a very 


„ tes! an 
88, an®aiofiecr all vf che fix, uagherdeveg ue 


ſecbenn & ment" The teſtimonies-therefore for hefe. 


maits-incall forew a5>you d Hot even attempt to in- 
validate theag"i/Withivegigd ie be or bta fr, you's 
obſerve firſt, That Tertullian calls Extaſy * a temporary 
225 N. 2 Was be the dee ſenſes 5 
were then” loched up Vod obſerve,” „ That 

primitive writer; who lived between 
eight and nine hundred years after Tertullian) Jay, © 
That of Ai,, Am e, ne,, but. of rbe poste a 


S2 Tam t A loſs to 
know, what 


this is brought to prove. The queſtien 
is, were there viſions in the primitive church? You | 


obſerve, thirdly, 'That Phi che Jab ſays (I literally 


tranſiate his words ; which yow do not; for it would 
not anfwer your purpoſe) ( hen vb dhv ing lig bo ſhines, © 
th bum ſors But auben that ſets," this vis: T 


iſirlto bifall thviprophets; Well Sir, and What is this 


to-the queſtion : Why, om rbeſe teſfimomies, you Tay; 

we. may tolle#; that the-yifiow or extaſy>of the” prini- 

tive church, was of "the Yam\indoartss r * 
Delphic Pythia, or the Cumean Sibyl. _ 


Well collected 3 But 1 ThE a little OM - 
teſtimony, than, either that of Philo the Few, or Suidas, - 
a Lexicographer of the eleventh century, before I be- 
lieve this. How little Tertullian is to be > 49 on 


this head, you ef Ne in the der neuf BABE. 


3. vou ſay, fourt WW 4d —— his EY . 
were the aut 925 of theſe trances. T "hey. ft raiſed this 
Spirit of Enthufiaſm in the church, and acguired great 
credit by their viſions and exthſies. Sir, your forget; 
they did not raiſe this ſpirit, but rather Joel and St. 
Peter; According to whoſe words, the young men Jaa 
viſions, before N Was born. | 8 


1 
9 


You obſerve: kfibly, ; How u T, 3 was PR 
upon, by the craft of extatic wiſionaries, and then fall 
upon Cyprian. with all your might: Wh our „e to 
whom we ſhall now conſider, | - 

0 e 


5 e HET + ” gn. Dp 


8 * 
8 4 1 
And 


S ere * — 
grant this, Sir; I muſt have ſome proof. Elte this, 
ae infer from it with go for nothing... Senbifs 
A Ae ee e ene do 

Von Kyo Grades bn all queftienable poi f %, 
rine or diſtipline,” which he bad a mind te introduce into 
the Chriftian abap. A vim 

10 tie * wifiqus a divine. rewelatians : Te 
Be. fays. to Ceca ; ther be was tine, eee . 
mig . with wine in de Se in ordr to ren- 
IN ene. 36 1 87 dg D 455 8242" ale (von 
{ 2 t. 1 inn NA 4 A Þ: NY. . — 2 7 375 * 2 af 
You ſet out — encagh,.. For this can never 
be a proof of Cypriax's appealing to viſions and -reves::: 
lations, in order to introduce queſtionable. points of doft- 

rine or diſcipline into the Chriſtian. worſhip.: Becauſe. 
this point was unqueſtionable, and could not then be 
e e into the: Chriſtian worſhip, having had a con- 
ſtant place therein (as v you yourſelf n e nog 
leaſt the time of Tuftin Martyr. RIES 


Indeed, PFF 26 the wands, 


in order to render it effeftual. They are an ingenious | 


and honeſt addition of your own, in N to 2 | 
ſomething out of nothing. a 25 


5. Lobſerve you take much the tins betty: in 
your next quotation from Cyprian. * He threatens, you 
fay, to execute, © What he was ordered to do againſt 
them in a viſion.” Here alſo the laſt words, in @ vi- 
fron, are an improvement upon the text. Cyprian's 
words are, + I will uſe that admonition, which the 
Lorp commands me to uſe. But neither was this, in 
order to introduce any gueſtionable point, -either of 
doctrine or diſcipline: No more than his »/ing the 
Same threat to Pupianus, who has ſpoxen ill of T4 
and left Ib" communion. 


6. vou 80 on. - He ſays likewiſe, be WAS — | | 


® Intred. Dife. p. 57. * p. 102. 
Li Utar eã admonitione, qua me DomtNnus -uti jubet. Epitt 9 
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conflantly ;appealing 
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bad been ef For. dau, Half, burnt and buried in frones. 


Prue, but what ueſfionable point of döctrins or diſei- 
v pline did he introdute hereby? Or by ordaining Cele- 
Linus Ib vas" overruled and "compelled by"a Divine 
ns accept chat es. 80 you affirm Oyprian ſays. 
But Opriam ſays it not: At leaſt, not in thoſe words 
which yod cite in che margin; Wdich literally tran- 
- lated; runs thus, I recommend #6 yon Celerinus, join'd to 
our — 1 4 pn but by t  dPevinc 


2 ede bene, . eee, be bi had 
erde 4 reader, he — t0 Bil clergy and peoples % In 


2 ordaining"elexgy, \my deareft brethren;" I uſe 16 conſult you 


. here is no need do auait for n 
Aube the ale ſuffrage has been a e 70 
- 897? 28M ol 11910958. BOY eint 2218 III 10 2 Niidag 
An impartial man would e you could 
-4 2 | bens theſe five paſſages put together. Why, 
p of a ſhort poſtulatum, «.He-was fond of 
(you-have as much to ſay, He was 
. you will make it plain, „This 
o_ all a trick, to enlarge his epiſcopal authority. 
i as that poſtulatum is not t allow d, n n, all 
_ your work to % again. 1 — 1 
5 10 r io «0 S381, 1: ON 22411 8 
e Hitherto: WY the 0 Cyprian is un- 
do but now you are reſolved to blow it up at once. 
you proceed, 2 h moſt memorable Na of- any of 
eee, n A ti from his church in the * . 
firm,” that' he vas command to 
3 Sa 1 400 — from beauen. Vet this 
oc. ar a mere fickion, contrived to quiet the ſcandal 
awhich>wvas vaiſed by his: flight: And it confuted by him- 
Tell, where he declares, it was the . of Treats 
e ee a him to cuitbutradau. 


22 


"ow here e e Geer — and bimfulfy in 
ey, He withdrew by thr gute edu: Where- : 
"BY 55 Wan tn I Wie 


p. 103. 9 104. *>, rod. S 105. 
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ode before dene. that be "was, cammanded jo, retire, 
_ by '@ ſpecial. revelation. from henuen. Indeed he had 
not There is no neceſſity at all;far putting this-eon- 
ſtruction upon thoſe words, Ihe, Jeep: fohe commanded = 
aue ta neti mes. Which may without any force be under- 
e ee command . en they per ſecute 
«0m 1119 this city e yr inta'. another: It is, not cherefure 
Clear, That this plea; of peciad ragen way ever ad- 
vVanced. And if it was advanced, it ſtill remeins-taibe 
- Praved, That je was notbing-elfe but cee. 0 


83 Voor elung his. editor here, ee add a 
remark, for which you give continnal, Ocaſion! If 
«ther. Rigalt, Mr. Dodævell, Dr. Crabe, Mr. Tbiriby, 
8 ar any editor of any of Kha 
preſſſon to the diſadvantage of. the author hom. he 
i illuſtrates, this you account ſo much trea- 


fare, and will, ſurely find a time to expoſe it td publick 


view. And all theſe paſlages you recite as demenſtra- 


ion. Tbeſe are deubtleſs mere Orac les 5 Althe'; — 
the ſame perſon ſpeaks in favour of cheubther 
2: Fho#Ny, shes vanth. a ſtraw But hon have 75 . 
'' thoſeants which) ane IF» to 
aa: e dad aufe 30m 21 ML Apy 7 adh 26 2511 
e B28 £1999 04-2 > 10.44 - ON 
9. What you relate of Bi onyſrus, biſhop of Alexan- 
i, vou have not from himſelſ. but only from = 
ho died near an, hundred vcarsoafter) Dio ſius N 
dead. Therefore he is not at all — 3 : 
As . It for any vigop of St. Jetum. voBug I 
v1 am concern d in the conſeqdencę you. : 
I this was a fiction, ſo were Qyrian sto. W 
rr Arn b 


a thorized Fe 1 the l. 
- they ä — — 


e E in * Mareen 
279 Malth,' * 4a ig 5. 47. 1 
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ch ; as 
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fathers, : everigraps-an.-ex- 
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* may debe 
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ee, er, 2. To 2 Some lager, or Adee. refed 


by. fome,, but not reliſb d by others, or, 3, To copfurm 


things not -only e "a ane * ellen 


A wo 7 0. N 4 2 9 — 


20 4 981 K. 
Well, Sis, 3 is * 3 Bat 1 


: a7 proof? I hope we ſhall have it in your — 4 


Inquiry : And that you wille then. give us a few) in: 


' ances oſ ſuch 8 from dhe writers LL * 


** 2 ‚ MA 3 * 


1 Being pot LiGeſed 1 to. 8 * ot "kth you 
fall; again. upon the poor heretic Montahus: who © firft 
gave a vogue (as you phraſe it) t w1/ions and extafies 
in the Chriftian church. $0; you told us before. But 
we cannot believe. it a ; ben Peter and Paul tell 


us the contrary. 


Indeed you do not now mention Montanus, 83 
it is any thing to the queſtion, but only 2 
for n That thoſe: who wrote againſt him, em: 
'ployed ſuch arguments againſt his prophecy, 'as the 
credit of all prophecy. For Epiphanius makes this the 
very criterion, between à true and a falſe pr ophet,. © That 
the true bad nd extafies, conflantly ' retain d his ſenſes, 


and« with firmneſs of mind apprehended and uttered the di- 


vine oracles.” Sir, have you not miſtook ? Have you 
vou not tranſcribed one ſentence in the margin, and 
tranſlated another? That ſentence which ſtands in your 


| . s this: Ihen there auas need, the ſaints of Gop 
amang the the prophets prop fhefied all things,. avith the true 
with, 


Spirit, a a ſound \underflanding. and reaſonable 
mind... Now, it is difficult to find out, how this « comes 


to e the credit Ly all propbeþs. 


9 2. Why thus. © - Before the Montanifts had Bo 
21 extafies into diſgra ce, the propheſy of the orthodox 


too, was exerted in extaſy. And ſo where the Propheſies 
| Bf the Old ee a Hd 5 fle e ee in 


ed earlier 8 att e fad. 1 7 2 
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ny F 8 | 


tea was aa, hand 
three citations to prove. But if you could cite three = | 

1 00:05am" centuries, e 

affirmi phets were all out of their ſenſes, 

8 . not mo ir La For though I take moſt 
| of the fathers to have been wiſe and good men, yet I 
now none of them were infallible.” But do even theſe 

three aſſim it? No: not one of them, at leaſt in the 

words you have cited. From Athenagoras yon cite 
only part of a ſentence, which tranflated as literally as 
it will well bear, runs thus: Ibo in an ecſtaſy of their 

' own thoughts,| being moved by the Divine Spirit, fpoke 
i rhe things with which they were inſpived, ever as a pi. 

per breathes into a pipe. Does Athenagoras exprefly af- 

in theſe words, that the prophets were ranſported 

out of their: ſenſes? I hope, Sir, you do not underſtand 

Gr. If ſo, Wann din 

norance. 


23. e ae - alſo a cite but part of 
ſentence. He ſpeaks. 7) thus : | 
"That the Spirit of Gov | from beaver, 2 

Water eee 

may reazal unto us the knowledge of divine and heavenly 
things. And does Tuſtin exprefly affirm in theſe words, 
that all che R IE Jef? 


Tertullien's words are, 5 pin 2 2 
ally *vhen he beholds the glory 

Zoſe Jenſe.” Now as it is not Hel 855 he means ne Hort 
by, loſe his underſtanding (it being at leaft equally pro- 
bable, that he intends A more than loſing for the 
time the uſe of his outward ſenſes) oak ean it be 
ſaid, that Tertullian expreſly affirms, The prophets wvere 
all out of their ſenſes. Therefore you have not ſo 
much as one father to vouch for * N mY was is 


rk oft purer in thoſe days. es 1 


v 14. Lab not but all br dg art og will obſerpe 
a circumſtance, which holds 9 all your quo 
ati ons. The ſtrength of your argument en lies 


Neceſſe eſt, excidat ſenſu. 5 


. 
in 


iS 
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ne e eee e The 
ſtrength of mine lies in tranſlating all in the moſiclofe 
and literal manner: ſo that cloſeneſs of tranſlation 
ſtrengthens mine in the ſame proportion as it 1 : 
1 your arguments: 4 ; ia n what you elſemhere 
obſerve, nn uy bell, egen, or fare 
Ton ſtructioam. vi; "Wo 412017 bat 8 Min (OY! AV 
„ xv * tal. #14 Wok W I 1 81 2 I 8h 
15. But to return to . 1 forties, 
you Ay; relating tauo or three more of his aum flo- 
ries. © The ß is, © A men who. had drnied Qhriſt, d 
preſently flruck dumb: the ſecond, A woman who B 
done fo,” war ſeized" by an uncitar ſpirit, and fook 2 
died in grhat angaifh + ubr third; of which be" fa\ 
Was" an Metra of i thes: "The" Heathen magi, 
| 22 iam infant, part of what had been offered 
fo an idol ert the" conſecrated\<wine 
on this hal, it ab immediately ſeized with e 
and vomiting : as was a wontan' whe had apo 
upon taking the conſecrated elements. The other two 
relations Cyprian does not affirm of his own perſonal 
kyowledge:” 15010 8 F Nuit. > fy M5 um dub, | 
neh 5505 Nin eee SL TY SY TRE TOP igen 
ende dw hiet ay you, ne aan 
* fries, butt that they awere partly: forged, Fro fe 5 
in this tragical form, to ſupport the di ſcipline 6. 5 
; anch, e eee eee, es is 7 
FER SL 51 Neon $613 een e rat P04 Is: 


WB. many will think, that ſome of them are kruet 
even in che manner they are related: and that if any of 
them are not, Cypriar thought ught"thoy: were, und related 
them in the fincerity of his heart. Nay, perhaps ſome 
will think, that the wiſdom of Gop might, in %% 

times of danger and trial; work things of chis kind, 
for that very end, to ſupport the diſcipline of the church. 
And *till you ſhew-the falſchood; or at leaſt the im- 
probability of this, Cyprian's' character ſtands uritahnted: | 
not only as a man of ſenſe (which you yourſelf allow) 
but likewiſe of eminent integrity: and conſequendy, ie 


is beyond * 9 che fiſth *miraculous 
\ 2 Prof. 5. 31. | dp. 112. 5p. 8 115. il. 
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Sec. V. 1. A dal ofthe miraculous 9105 eb 
vou ennmerated above, namely, | the diſcerument of ſpi· 
rits, you Juſt name, and then intirely paſs over p 
The ſeventh is, that of expounding the ſcriptures. Yo 
zack to it, or the myPeries of Gov. But — on 
it is not yet agreed (as it was intimated above) whether 
vhs (Ges . 2 Sander 
ws A BYID RD N i Saxnds ANC 
ts Now as wo this, you fa, There if no. Sow 97 it 
Hound, fince the'\days of the. apofiles. \. For even in 
the ſecond\and.third\centuries, a moſt eaſel and extra- 
vagant met hod of expounding them prevailed. For vobich 
oben we cenſure any particular father, his "apologiſts 
vith one voice alledge, 5* Tbis is to be charged to the age 
| Pry n ee r _ 88 
er. 2 E \\ hay 404 e 


© * * 
* 


* doubt ich” whether you can n producy-one fogle 
apologiſt for any ridiculous comment on ſacred writ, who 
any Where alledger, that the ſecond-or third century" could 

vol reliſb or-endure any better. But if they were all to 
ſay this. <uith one voice, yet no reaſonable man could 


bel ve them. For it is notoriouſly contrary to matter 


of fact. It may be allowed, that — of theſe fathers, 
being afraid of too literal a way of expounding the 
2 leaned ſometimes to the other extreme. Vet 
nothing can be more unjuſt, than to infer from hence, 
2. Thar the: age in avhich-they. lived, could not reliſh or en- 


dure any but ſenſeleſs, vr he bee ee Ae 


ee on ſacred æurit. 
Will you ä That all the en & on a 
ill: to be found, in the writings of Ignatius, Polycarp, 
Atbenagoras, or even of Origen and Clemens Alexandri- 
aus, are ſenſeleſs and extravagant? If not, this charge 


muſt fall uns m It R manifeſt, that even 
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Hare, labour! 
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Leiten; VI. We —_ oy e (is mirach- 


lous 1 you enumerated, ' was, "the of Yongues. | 
And ol 'tis ſure, was claimed . 


- Chriſtians; for Freneus ſays expreſly, We Bar many 
in the church, ſpeaking wir all-kinds of tongues. And 
Jer, you fay, this was granted only on certain ſþecial 
ae and then withdrawn again from the apoſftes 
eee Jo that in the 3 churſe boy their” mini- 
, they were generally aft of it, 1 his, you fay 
bare ſbewn e. T * ume, in 38 Noe 
Wich 1 have wor feen ah e I; m 1 


2. But Feen „e cies Me Mag j bed 4 
N in bis days, ver owns, he bad it not re hp 
is only a „ 
When St. Paul obſerved long before, d Are 4 workers 
"of miracles * Have all the gifts of healings * Do all 
Heat with Tongues? No, not even When theſe f 
were ſhed abroad, in the moſt 'abundant ! mer. 
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. 1 B no * father bay made the L claim to 


te. Perhaps none of thoſe whoſe writings are now 
extant: at leaſt, not in thoſe writings which are ex- 
i tant. Bur what are theſe in · compariſon of thoſe which 
- are loft? And how many were burning and ſhining 
- lights, within three hundred years after Chriſt, who 
wrote no account of themſelves at all; at leaft none 


Which has come to our hands? But who are they that 


* pal of it as a gift, ar to the times "of the apo- 
oo ? You ſay, There is not a fingle father who ven- 


tures to ſpeak of it in any other manner. Well, bring 
but fix Amend fer, who of it in this, man- 
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t in all biſtery one iuſtance cen {a much as mentioned, 
/ any particular perſon. who ever exerciſed. this gift: . 
You muſt mean, either that the Heathens have men- 
is Kind, (Which is not at all ſur- 
priſing) or that Hrenæus does not mention the names of 
thoſe. many, perſons who. in this time exerciſed this gift. _ 
And this alſo may be allowed without affecting in any 
inane fd ASS . ach wich won 
+2 »Imoſt cake. otice here of angther, of your po- 
2 ends ygu into many miſtakes. With 
regard wo. paſt ages, von continually take this for grant- 
ed, What is not recorded "was not dune. But this is by 
no means a ſelf- evident axiom, Nay, poſſibly it is not 
true. For there may be many reaſons in the depth of 
the wiſdom of Gon, for his doing many things at vas... 
rious times and places, either hy his natural or ſuper- 
natural power, which were never recorded at all. And 
abundantly more were recorded once, and that with 
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6. Perhaps this may obtain in the very caſe before 
us. Many may have ſpoken with new tongues, of 
whom. this is not regarded: At leaſt the records are 
loſt, in a courſe of ſo many hundred years. Nay, it 
is not only poſſible that it may be ſo, but it is abſolutely _ 
certain that it is ſo. And you yourſelf muſt acknow- 


ledge it. For you acknowledge, that the Apoſtles, - 


when in ſtrange countries, ſpoke with ſtrange tongues: 
That St. John, for inſtance, when in Aa Minor, St. 
Peter, when in {taly (if he was really there) and the 
other Apoſtles, when in other countries, in Parthia, 
Media, Phrygia, Pamphylia, ſpoke each to the natives 
of each in their own tongues, the wonderſul works of. 
Gop. And yet there is no authentick record of this: 
There is not in all hiſtory, one well-attefted inſtance of . 
any particular apofile's exerciſing this gift in any country 
whatſoever, Now, Sir, if your axiom were allowed, 
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foundation. Only I muſt obſerve an hiſtorical miſtake 
wich occurs toward” the e i next page: 
Since the 017 war eng hon 9 this gi Bas ever ' 
retended te | Romaniſts 
theme ler 1 6 Guſt | 
ly or ory BY Woah . not by — 
Has it Rover ect been Bene 0) fiiite «that timer Sir 
yout memory fails you again. Tt-havandbubtedly been 
end to, and that at no great diſtanee either from 
out time or country!” It has been 'beard of more than 
once, no 'of chan che valleys of Dazphiny.” Nor 
is jt yet fiſty year Ne ſince the vinkabitants 
of thoſe yall oudly $retended 10 "this'andi other 
miraculots powers, as to give much e to 
Pari itſelf. And how did the king of Frante oonfute 
that pretence, and prevent its being heard any more? 
Not by the pen of his ſcholars, but by (a truly hea- 
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8. Nou elſe this bead wich a very erte tüar ? 
thought. Je gift of tongner ny, you ſay, be confe- 
derrd, a a proper teſ or criterion” for determining tbe 
mikutulots pretenfions f all churches: If amony their - 
extraordinary yifts they cannot fhew u this; thy Babe d 


No 1 teally thought, be, it had bond e. 1 
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f- fame ſpirit, diwiding to 
every man ſeverally as he cuil: And as to every man, ſo + 
to every church, every collective body of men. But 
if this be ſo, then yours is no prope en Wide 
mining the pretenſions of all churches: Seeing He who 
worketh as He will, may (with hour good leave) give 
the gift of tongues, Where He gives no 7 And 
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9. may ſee. abund; rb PAY hether yon aud 1 
** ſee them or not. F or Perhaps we have not always 
* N known the mind of the Loxp; not being of the number 
„of his counſellors. On the other hand, He may ſee 
b % good to give many other gifts, Where it is not his will 


4 1 to beſtow this. Particularly where it would be of no 
be - uſe: ccc n 


oy |  Ionk the fame eee N. a? ay 8840 
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t- _ . propoſed to do in the fourth place, which Was, — A 


Ln "Sade all the ſeveral. kinds ef miraculous g ar Ok 
* are pretended io have been in the primitive church. 

3 deed, you have dropp'd one or two of them — * 
m way; againſt the reſt you have brought forth your 
* ſtrong reaſons. Thoſe reaſons: have been coolly exa- 

"hn mined. And:now let every impartial man, every per- 

ts ſon of true and unbiaſſed reaſon, calmly conſider: and 
r i judge, whether you have made out one point of all 
0 that. you took in hand? And whether ſome miracles of 
* - each kind may not have been wrought in the antient 

4 church, ar N ching lan n emen to * con- 


14 ow 5 


) 1 0 ; 10. nm the nom to che 1 page, wa 
5 | miracles ſaid to be wrought: in the fourth century. I 


. have no concern with theſe: But I muſt weigh an ar- 
5 Fen which you intermix therewith again and again. 
* s in ſubſtance this: If we cannot believe the miracles 


* - atteſted. by the later fathers, then we ought, not to be- 
i lieve thoſe which are atteſted by the earlieſt writers of 
the church.” I anſwer, The conſequence is not good; _ 1 


Id becauſe the caſe is not the ſame with the one and with 
* the other. Several objections, which do not hold with 

% regard to the earlier; may lie againſt the later miracles: 
o . Drawn either from the improbability of the fads them- 
it ſelves, ſuck as we have no precedent of in Holy Writ; 
r. from the incompet ency of ithe org; + faid to perform 
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u One E cbete objsddens holds: 8 moſt of 
the later (though not the earlier) miracles. And if 
-only diets, © it is enough; it is ground ſufficient for 


was not equally pious with the beſt of the more an- 
tient, eil v we m might confiſtently reject moſt of the mi- 
raeles of · the fourth, While we allowed thoſe of the 
8 ing a ; "both becauſe" of the far greater im- 
ebene of the facts themſelves, and becauſe vr He 
"Incompetency"of the inſtruments. W 


But it 18 not true, that the fathers — 8 
 <bbopr you mention, were equally pious with the beſt of 
the ages. Nay, ding to your account, 
(which 1 ſhall not now conteſt) they were not pious at 
all. For you ſay, They were wilful, habitual liars.” 


And if fo, they had not a grain of piety. Now that 


the wither fathers: were not ſuch, has been ſhewn at 
large (though indeed you complimented them with the 
"ſame character. ) Conſequently, whether theſe later 
fathers are to be believed or no, we may ſafely believe 
the former; who dared not to do il har good might 
— or v0 lie been ee, or man. 
Dar SSR 715% 

<font I'had not ounded-colfry my ai con- 
| 8 — of the miracles of the later ages. But 
vour way of accounting for one, ſaid to have been 
: wrought in the fifth, is 175 1 curious Fane: Tc Tun: 


not * it by. PA 


2 — ftory, It Golan: bl ane tas 
de, in his perſecution of the orthodox in ic, 
; ordered the tongues of a certain ſociety” of them to be 
cut ont by the roots. But by a ſurpriſing! inſtance of 
ene good providence, they were enabled to ſpeak 
articulately and Le without their tongues. And 


284 4 p. 150 · ae 9 NG” 


{fo 


. the: difference. Tf therefore it was true; that 
there was 2 zot a Ang le father of the fourth age, who 


En | 


— 


. 


mW fa of 


- mw 


RF EE 


| yon add, 
allia that the targuri-of 
tothe mery\'rwts;; vb 0 


ion re, de ae * | 
trine, they berame not only wen N * | 


neſſes of its truth. 


7 I 


Don't miſtake me, Sir. I kive , defign at an to 


— vouchsfor tlie truth of this miracle. I leave it juſt as 


I find it. But what ae A ith WOT ae, | 


13. Andy; ful you! fay, l . 
ſunpuſed, that tbougb their tongues were to be cus 
to the roots, yet. the: ſentence. — * vor br fa fort 


Y ene 
cuted, as not to leave in fome of them ſuch a ſhare of 
Dae in a: tolerable: degries. f 
the eee (ROTOR: 5 W 4 


Bo you think, Sin if anky; aninchof; 1 | 
were to be neatly, taken off, he would be ahle to w_ 
tolerably well, as 1. — was over, 


But the moſt matvellous part is ſtill behind: For 
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14. And can you Hott dees this? That a 200 ; 
 Jpoke diftinttly r tongue at all? And 
after avowing this belief, do you gravely talk of other 


mens credulity ? I wonder that ſuch a volunteer in faith 
ſhould ſtagger at any thing. Doubtleſs, were it re- 


lated as natural only, not miraculous, -_ t 


heve, . 1 8 


ane ei in this s 8 


thing extraordinary, W not miraculous: that a 


man, who is too wiſe to believe the Bible, ſhould be- 
lieve every thing but the Bible]! Should ſwallow an 


tale, ſo Gos be out of the e * O 


improbable, ever ſo impoſſible. 
T5. I have” now, you 9 e 38 all 


which I bad colleed for the ſupport of my. argu- * 


arent? a lame recapitulation of which, you add 


with. an air of triumph and ſatisſaction, 7 1 si be 


fu, tbe  ableft advocates which popery itſelf can af- - 
ford: for Proteſtantiſm, I am Jure, can ſupply none, 


evbom they would chuſe to retain in their cauſe: none 
*who: can defend them without contradifting their own 


profuffien, and diſgracing their own- character: or pro- 


duce any thing, but what Be to be r at, ra- 
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10 fie nor be vel, 1 not to be mitts FR I 
yet? You may not always have the laugh on your fide. 


You-are not yet infallibly aſſured, but that even Pro- 
e may produce ſ worth an anſwer. 
There 9 ſome Proteſſante, for ought" 

who have a few grains of common ſenſe left, and may 
find a way to Sen. at leaſt the  Autowicene \ fathers," 


Without 4//eracing their own charagter,.. Even ſuch n. 
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v. r. The laſt thing you e 


fame of the moſt plaufible deere which have been bi- 


therto mae. To what yon „ ae 
Ln likewiſe attempt a ſhort reply. | 1 


Von ſay, 2 I i» objeiod, b, Fhat 3 5 
Baue — 4 of 2 Za The of the books: "Be 
the N nt,, which were: tranſmitted. to us thro). | 


you frankly: Fx 7 


as e of confurie, to e 


ledge the whole of this obj 


cannot. hurt ey argument. For F ir be e e en 
ceſſary, that the craft and credulity of witneſſes foul 
always detra# from the credit of their teſtimony ; then. 
«who ram heip it? And if this c be proved" bn the 
JO MAC e the Ee 
en may reach, | 


« If it be Ms true. If that 83 4. 
gainft the fathers were really and ſubſtantially proved, 
the authority of the New Teſtament would be at ans 
end. ſo far as it depends on one kind of evidende. Burt: 
is not proved! Fherefure even the tra: 
ditional a oy: ths Now Tae is As firm a5 
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2. eg, you ty, fo ſecondly, \ 
Picion. of fraud in the: caſe of the primiti us miracles.is. 


excluded. 5 that: public appeal a challenge auhich the” 


2 mike to their enemies. the Hrat bent, to 
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e bete 75 Ne 1 vial 
ö . wah: are ae avith the condition of the Chri- 
fans in thoſe days. Vou then inlarge * (as it ſeems, 


Wich a peculiar pleaſire) on the general contempt and. | 


odium they lay under, from the firſt appearance of 
5 chriſtianity in 9 ut it was eſtabliſhed by the 
: civil | 36 ode 2 N 
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12 theſe n een it cannot be aa: n | 


"I fay, that men 2 figire and fortune would pay am arten- 
. hike to the apologies or writings of a ſect, ſo utterly de- 


But, Sir, they were hated as well as deſpiſed ; 

and that by the grear vulgar, as well as the fall. 
Avd this very hatred would naturally prompt them to 
a the ground of the challenges daily repeated by 
them they hated: were it only, that by diſcovering the 
fraud (which they wanted neither ity nor ſkill 
E to do, had there been any) they might have had a bet- 
= tier pretenee for throwing the Chriftians to the lions, 
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. You add, + 1655 bf „ oder hs 


yt or ſenate of Rome, /bould take am) notice of choſe 
apologies, or even know indeed, that any o+ Jock: Were ad- 
Th * to them, 2 
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Why, ts, by peu 3 you ml anal us 
believe, that all the emperors and ſenate together, 
were as ſemſeleſi, flupid à race o eee n r 
2 che ere N Jen | 

© But bold. ng are | going to prove it 200. pi cn 
ſay you, 44 the lite caſe happen now, that any Me- 
thothft, Moravian, or French prophet [right ſxilfally 


2; | Put together] ould publiſh an apology for 555 brethren, 


addrift to the king and parliament: is it not wholly im- 


probable, that the government would pay any regard to 
me You ſhould add (to make the parallel 3 *. 
: Anow that any ſuch was adareſe'd to them. £ 
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wholly on the other ſide. Whatever the government 
of heathen Rome was (which J. preſume you will. not 


7 depretiate) the government of England is remarkable 


for tenderneſs to the very meaneft ſubject It is therefore 
not improbable in the leaſt, that an addreſs from ſome 
thouſands of thoſe ſubjects, how contemptible ſoever 
they were generally eſteemed, would not be totally 
diſregarded by ſuch a government. But that they ſhould- 
not know that any py bad been addreſs'd. to wy 1 


not only improbable, but morally impoſible..  - > 


II therefore i it were poſſible for the Heathens to have 


_ . @ worſe opinion of the antient Chriſtians, than wwe, you; 


ſay, ah — of our modern-fanaticks, ſtill it is utterly in- 
credible, that: the .Roman government ſhould not only: 


take no notice of their 2 "Ou 105 chen a that 
* luck: ee to n | 


i 0 But hs, . 
then, than it is now. And therefore we cannot think 


the Chriſtians of thoſe days, were b able to provide. fuck 
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a number f them, 3 e 
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'. Nay, if lier > were not able to 3 themſelves. 
| food and rayment, they would be ſure to provide a 
ſufficient number of theſe : ſufficient-at leaſt for the in- 
formation of the emperor and ſenate, to whom thoſe 
apologies were addreſt. And how great a number, do 
you ſuppoſe, might ſuffice for them? How many hun-. 
dred or thouſand copies? I apprehend, the emperor 


- would be content with one. And one would be more need- 


ful for the ſenate. Now I really believe, the Chriſti- 
2 of thoſe days were able to provide both theſe co- 

Nay, and even two more; if it ſhould have fal- 
5 out, that two or three emperors were on the 


throne: even though we ſhould ſuppoſe, chat in Ter- 
ralliew's ime there were but forty thouſand of them in 
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ſe criminal alſo, as to expoſe. * * . ans 
| pangfoment.. 


EVER to ca 


- In\very does; Sir, I ain W 
pes, that you are are yourſelf related to certain antient 
fathers (notwithſtanding the learned quetations which 


| adorn your margin) who uſed to ſay, Gracum of: xo 


pote/f ry You lay me under an almoſt invincible 
temptation to think ſo, ; this! very occafion.. For 
what could induce you, if you knew what he ſaid, to 
glace at the bottom of this — 
ane of thoſe apologiſfs, uſfin Martyr | 
your > The: — ae K. Ade 
death be determined ag. gainſt thoſe who teach, or even com · 
eſs the name of Chriſt, ave both embrace and teach it. x 
every where. And if you alſo receive theſe words as 
mint, you cam dv no mare than kill us. Could danger 


chen, or - "thee fear: of ———— thoſe 


Chriſtians from preſenting theſe apalogies? No; ca- 
pital puniſhment was no terror to them, who daily of 
fend. themſelves to the flames: till the very heathen 


butchers themſelves were tired with . 


1 . 
with any cool and impartial man, but that theſe apolo- 
n e 108 was to e mn ene as 
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the magiſtrates, the e the emperors. Nos! con- 
» ſequently is there the leaſt room to doubt of the truth 

of the facts therein aſſerted: ſeeing the apologiſts con- 

ſtantly deſired their enemies, to come and ſee them aui 
/ their own cyes: A hazard which thoſe crafty men would-: 


<]; 


A 


ydu in | full force. For ſuch a publick 2 


= 


Hand in the cat of the Fut. miracles, 122 


6. You tell vs, it is objected, thirdly, „ ws Ae 
picion of fraud can reaſonably be entertain d againſt; thoſe 
dub expoſed themſelves even. to Os. in eee. > 
bon . 1 ve they . 1 


V f 
D ; 3 


"Is onder to nine this igel you afert, 
« f That ſome of the primitive Chriſtians might expoſe 
themſelves to martyrdom, out of mere obffinacy; o- 


of reproach; but the moſt of all, i from the hope of 
a higher reward in heaven; eſpecially. as they believed, 
* the end of the world was near, and l that the . 
tyrs felt no pain in death. All m aubich topic, you.” 
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aud experience will not anſwer. - Vou are an eloquent 
man, and are able to diſplay. any topic you pleaſe, * 
with art enough. Yet if you was to try, with all that 

* art and eloquence, to perſuade by all theſe topics, not 

| 2 multitude, but one ſimple credulous plough- 


* 


5. 199, p. 200 ® 5.2 201. . Go 


Þ 4,202. „5. 203. 5. 204. p. 28. 


* man, and be ſhot thro? the head; I am afraid, 
. you ſcarce prevail with him after all, to embrace 

P even that eaſy martyrdom. And it might be more 

| difficult ſtill to "find a man, who either out of obſtinacy, 

a fear of ſhame, or deſire of glory would 5 and 

h e 11 himſelf to ee alive in Smitb-⸗ 

R feld. Nl 0: 51675 1 al; £2775 panel ' 
N {to fy n on 


x ſay, - when diſplay d with art, , A to: OT 4 


never have run, r. not the facts themſelves been in- 
fallibly certain. This objection then N ky: 


bittereſt enemies muſt exclude all — ere e of 75 


thers, © from a deſire of glory; others, n from a fear 


This appears very plauſible-i in ſpeculation. But fat”. 


- 


5 


— 


wo, 696" Wh, oow — NT en 


82 ſcarce- two hundred pen ag Not 
cduntrymen then expired in the flames. And it was 


calmly and elk exil of 5 to ſuſfer death, 1 can 
not h 3 


1 Sis Wos betenden in; | 
a mukitude indeed, and yet not à few, of our own- 


net a general perſuaſion among them, that martyrs feel \ 
no pam in death. That © this! have feeling; as well 
as other men, rn appeared, in the caſe: of biſtiop 
crying out. cannot burn, I cannot bun, 
when: his lower parts: were conſumed : Do you think 
the fear of ſhame, or the defire of praiſe, was the mo- 
tive on which theſe acted? Or N you reaſon to be- 
lieve it was mere obſtinacy that hindred them from at- 
1 Sir, ſmee buman G 
an thats our of what no- 
paſſes in our Lo. vill: be' the beff comment om uh 
is delivered to us concerning others, et me intreat you, 
ta*miake the caſe your? own.  Yow muſt not fay, © I 
cane of the” Fes Fares war ab 
ſenſe and learning:** Sod were many of them; not in- 
ferior ever t yu, either in natural or acquired en- 
dowments; I af then, Would! any of theſe motives“ 
ſuſſice, to induce you to: 'burrit atia'ſtake?: I'beſeech:you,- 
2 ur hand on: ee heart; and anſwer between 
Gor: and your own ſoul, Whar motive could incite 


—— imo a fire. but an hope full of immortality * . K 
When you mention this motive; 


to the point; 
th you and 1 


And yet even with regard to this, 
| ould fad, didit come to a trial; that the hope of a 


ſaal, or the hope f an hypocrite, would ſtand us in. oy 
no-fiead. - We ſhould: find nothing elſe would ſuſtin | ? 
1e in that hour, but a well-grounded confidence” off a. + 


leſs than the 


better . refurteftion : nothing te 
looking err 1 rag veg 2 which- > 
—_ EN 9413 5 * + 
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arifwer more particularly, — you 5 

Who? and When? It! may * — ne | 
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for N fell f get ee t 
may be ſo; but it is nothing to. the queſtion. It does 
not prove in the leaſt, what yu brought it to proue, 
namely, That bad men have endured martyrdom. 
Don't evade, Sir, and ſay, Yes, torments are a kind 


of martyrdom.“ True; but not the eee of 


2 we ſpeak. 


9. Vou hive all ar lad boatecluridg: 3 * hit 
not my defagn to detract in any manner from the juſt praiſeof 
thoſe primitive martyrs, who: ;flaigedabe cauſe of Chralt, 
at the expence of their lives. No. Who cauld ever ſup- 
3 was? Who could i imagine, it was your deſign, to 

from the juft ;raiſe-of Fuftin, Irenaæ us, or Cyprian ? 
Vou only deſigned, to ſhew, what their. iaſt prai/e was, 
Wong © "he praiſe of pick pockets, of common cheats 
and impoſtors. We underſtand your meaning there- 
188 when you add, 1 If is reaſonable to believe, that 
tbey were the:beft fort of Chriftians, and the 8 
een enen e ages." 


10. You conclude, -My visa As, n 


_ » martyrdom does. not add any, weight to i their teſtimony 


Whether it does or no, u Ir gives the ffrongeſt proof 


/ (as you yourſelf affirm) F the fincerity of their faith : 
- and-conſequently; proves, '7hat-no: ſuſpicion.of Fraud can 
reaſonabſy be entertained againſt them. Nut this (Which 
you. ſeem to have quite forgot) was the whole of the 
objection: and conſequently this as well as both the 
former objections, remain in their full force. a 


11. It has been objected, fourthly, you fay, Tat 


; * deflray the faith aud credit of all hiftory. But 


. this, objection, you affirm, » avben Serionſy. e 
n appear to * no ſenſe at all in it. ] 


That we will try. And one paſſage, emer the 
point, is as good as a thouſand. Now, Sir, be pleaſ- 


ed to look back. In your Fama page the ninth, I 
1 5 „ Igid. "4, 114 * 3. 115.4 © 
7 112 P. 113. | 8 2. 14- * vi ow 
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1 4 thats ut 0 
| . trial of our 5 and ſenſes. 


A en or no. 


words . e 5 25 Jag be 40 a fo 
ut the Lee 


tne on les wholly con- 
2 7 EL 8 


in many caſes, it may rea- 


N 8 YE I's in none can it Se a 
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. 6 
farewel the credit of all hiſtorye Sir, this is not 
tbe "cant of zealots: you | muſt not eſcape ſo: it is 
plain, ſober reaſon. If che credibility of witneſſes (of 
all witneſſes; for you make no ieee depends, 
- as you a peremptorily affirm, on a variety of principles 
0 aubolly concealed from us, and conſequently, though it 
may be preſumed i in many caſes, yet can be certainly 
. known in zone: then it is plain, all hiſtory, ſacred or 
profane, is utterly precarious and uncertain. . Then I 

- may indeed preſume, but I cannot certainly know, that 
Julius Ceſar was killed in the ſenate-houſe : then I 
-- cannot certainly. know, that there was an emperor in 

| Germany,” called Charles the fifth: That Les the tenth 
ever fat in the ſee of Rome, or Lewis the fourteenth 
on the throne of France. Now let any man of com- 
mon underſtanding judge, . _ GET" have . 


. Under . "IR head, fall ho 

— 2858 of witchcraft, and ſay, 5 es is again vpn he 
© any one miraculbus fact, ' ſo authentically attefled as the 

2 _ Exiſtence of witches. All Chriſtian (yea, and all heathen) 
nations whatſoever, have conſented in the belief of them. 

Nox to deny the reality of fads ſo folemly atteſted, and 
*ſo univerſally believed, ſeems to gi ur the lie to tbe ſenſe 
and experience of all chriflendom : to the wiſeſt and Beſt 
F every. nation, and to e nun ee to 
our own n . 


- > What obliges you then to den it? * 8 


- 4 The incredibility of the thing. O Sir, never ſtrain at 
the incredibility of this, after you have ſwallowed an 
handred ye talking without N N F.-Y 
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as in your account of the Ab de Paris: the point ß 


your argument. is, If you cannot believe theſe, then 


you ought not to believe the Bible: The incredibility - 
of the things related, ought to over-rule all teftimony 


© Your argument, at length, would run thus: | 


« If things be incredible in themſelves, then this 
incredibility ought to over - rule all. teſtimony concern- 
ing them. FFF 


But the goſpel-miracles are incredible in themſelyes.” 
Sir, that propoſition I deny. You have not proved it yet. 
You have only now and then, as it were by the by, 
made an attempt to prove it. And till this is done, 
you have done nothing, with all the pother that you 
have made. | ” BF 


14. You reſerve the home ſtroke for the laſt, There 
is hardly a miracle ſaid to be wrought in the primitive 
times, but vobat is ſaid to be performed in our days. But 
all theſe modern pretenſions, we aſcribe to their true - 
cauſe, the craft of a few, playing upon the credulity , 
the many, for private intereſt. When therefore we read* 
of the ſame things done by the antients, and for the ſame 
ends, of acquiring wealth, credit, or power : how can 
ave poſſibly hefitate to impute them to the Same cauſe of - 
fraud and impoſture? ib 2 8 Rp 


The reaſon of our heſitation is this. They did not 
anſwer the ſame ends. The modern clergy of Rome do - 
acquire credit and wealth, by their pretended miracles. 

But the antient clergy acquired nothing by their mi- 
racles, but to be icted, deflitute, tormented. 'The 
one gain all things thereby; the others loſt all things. 
And this, we think, makes ſome difference. Een 
unto this preſent hour, ſays one of them (writing to 
thoſe who could eaſily confute him, if he ſpoke not the. 


4 p. 223. r p. 230. 1 Cor, 1. — 13. Ep 10 
| truth) 


13. What you aim at in this alſo is plain, as well vp 


©] truth) 


\ 
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world, as the off-ſcouring of all things unto 755 day.— 
Now: Sir, 6 eta be 


prehend ſuch clergy as theſe, labouring hu, unto the . 
death, for ſuch credit and wealth, are not chargeniic 


with fraud and * - 


” 
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1 yr Abe now ünihed what T had to a NY re- 
 gard to your book. Yet I think humanity requires me 
to add a few words, concerning ſome points frequently 
touched u » which perhaps you do not ſo 


9 er 


9 


em es 


We Was been long diſputing about 


But what do thoſe terms mean? Who is a Chriſtian 
indeed? What is real, genuine Chriſtianity ? And 


what 'is the ſureſt and moſt acceſſible evidence (if C 
may ſo ſpeak) whereby I may know, that it is of 
55 Gop? May the Goo of the Chriſtians enable me to 


ſpeak on theſe heads, in a manner ſuitable to the im- 
| Portance of them. | | 


* 1 
"> 5 1 
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It has been fo long abuſed, If 
nothing at all, but, what was orſe than nothing, 
to be a cloak for the vileſt hypocriſy, for the groſſeſt 
abominations and immoralities of every kind, that tis 
high time to reſcue it out of the hands of wretches 
that are a reproach to human nature: to ſhew deter- 
minately, what manner of man he is, to whom this 
name of right belongs. 


2. A Chriſtian cannot think of the Author of his be- 
ing, without abaſing himſelf before Him: without a 
deep ſenſe of the diſtance between a worm of we” 

F , ; | An 


** & 


e both hunger and thirft, and are naked, a - ; 
are buſfeted, and have no certain dwelli E: place Being 

reviled, we bleſs; being perſecuted, we ſuffer it; being 
difamed, we intreat. We are become as = file of the 


ought of the others, we ap- 


briftians, about 5 
Chriftianity, and the evidence whereby it is ſupported. 
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"gat 1 om confider, firſt; Who is a Chri- 
ftian indeed? What does that term properly imply? 
Los. not only to mean 
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and Him that ſitteth on the circle of the heavens.” io 
his preſence he ſinks into the duſt, knowing himſelf 


to be leſs than nothing in his eye: and being conſcious, 


in a manner words cannot expreſs, of his own littleneſs, 
ignorance, fooliſhneſs. So that he can only cry out, 
from the fulneſs of his hart? < O Gov! What is man 


— 


. He has a WOES ſenſe of his dela on 
the Parent of Good, for his being, and all the bleſs- 
ings that attend it. To Him he refers every natural, 
and eyery moral endowment: with all that is com- 
moni aſcribed either to fortune, or to the wiſdom, 
courage, or merit of the poſſeſſor. And hence he 
1 in whatſoever *. rs to be his will, not 

only with patience, but an 
lingly reſigns all he is, all he has, to his wiſe and gra- 
cious diſpoſal. The ruling temper of his heart, is the 
moſt abſolute ſubmiſſion, and the tendereſt gratitude to 
his ſovereign Benefactor. And this grateful love'creates 


- filial fear: an awful reverence toward Him, and an 


earneſt care not to give place to any diſpoſition, not 


to admit an action, word or thought, which might in 


any degree diſpleaſe that indulgent Power, to whom 


be owes his life, breath, and all things. 


And as he has the ſtrongeſt affeftion . ws 
Fo ountain of all Good, fo he has the firmeſt confidence 
in Him: a confidence which neither pleaſure nor pain, 
neither life nor death can ſhake. But yet this, far 
from creating ſloth or irdolence, puſhes him on to 
the moſt vigorous induſtry. It cauſes him to put forth 


all his ſtrength, in obeying Him in whom he confides. 


So that he is never faint in his mind, never weary of 
doing whatever he believes to be his will. And as he 


knows, the moſt acceptable worſhip of Gov, is to imi- 


tate Him he worſhips, ſo he is continually labouring to 

tranſcribe into himſelf, all his imitable perfections:- in 
particular, his juſtice, mercy, and truth, 0 e a 
3 in all his creatures. eee 


x 


hankfulneſs. He Wil-. 


RY _ 8 that Gov is love, he is 
Fete to the ſame likeneſs. He is full of love to 


his neighbour : of univerſal love; not conſined to one 


lest or party; not reſtrained to thoſe Who agree with 


Vim in opinions, or in outward modes of worſhip; or 
o thoſe who are allied to him by blood, or recom- 
mended by nearneſs of place. Neither does be love. 


thoſe 1 that love him, or that are indeared to him 
by intimacy of acquaintance. But his love reſembles 
that of Him, whoſe mercy is over all his works. It 
ſoars above all theſe ſcanty bounds ; embracing neigh- 


bours and ſtrangers, friends and enemies: yea, not on- 


ly che good and gentle, but alſo the froward.; the evil 
and unthankful. For he loves every ſoul that Gop 
has made; every child of man, of Whatever place or 
nation. And yet this univerſal benevolence does in no 
wiſe interfere with a peculiar: regard for his relations, 
Friends, and benefactors: a fervent love for his coun- 
| try; and the moſt indear'd affection to all men of i in- 
tegrity, of clear and generous virtue. 


| 6. His ſhoe” as to theſe, ſo to all l is iefelf 

generous and diſ-intereſted ; ſpringing from no view 
advantage to himſelf, from no 777 to profit or 
pre no, nor even the pleaſure of loving. This 1s 

e daughter, not the parent of his affection. By 
experience he knows, that /ocia/ love (if it mean the 
love of our ne 3 is abſolutely, eſſentially diffe- 
rent from /elf- even of the maſt allowable kind. 


Juſt as different as the objects at Which they point. 


lee, yet it is ſure, that, if they are under due regu» 
tions, each will give additional force to the Re 
till they mix together never to be divided. 


7. And this univerſal, diſintereſted lors, is LG; 
tive of all right affections. It is fruitful of gentleneſs, 
tenderneſs, ſweetneſs ; of humanity, courteſy, and af. 


fability. It makes a Chriſtian rejoice in the virtues of 


all, and bear a. part in their happineſß; at the ſame 


time that he ſympathizes with their: pains, and com- 


paſſionates their infirmities. It creates modeſty, con- 
GAP, prudence, * with calmneſs and even- 
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whatever is kind and friendly of every man: And in- -- 
72 58. r apes, good, © j 


per, I ib the Naber of bh e 
neſs, 564 ike void of jealouſy” and pre tte : 
candor, and willingneſs to believe and hope 


vincible patience, never overcome, of evil, but over? , 
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8. The Pet's. 1500 1 bim to ee not 7 5 
only with a ſtrict regard to truth, but with artleſs ſinn 
cerit and Zenuine fimplicity, as one in whom there is 
no guile. And not content with abſtaining from all | 
ſach expreſſions as are contrary to Juſtice or truth; he 


_ endeavours to refrain from every unloving word, either 2 
to a preſent or of an abſent perſon: In all his converſa- '-— 
tion aiming at this, either to/improve himſelf in know- . = 

ledge or virtue, or to make thoſe with whom he con- = 
verſes ſome way wore” 18 Arn or eine 2 ney than' 9 2 
were before. 'S N e . — 

28 FER: N E 2 1 1 2:6 18 11 tr | 1 
. The ame we is Nedachee of all b aQions. 2M 
Te eads him into an earneſt and ſteady diſcharge of all = 

ſocial offices, of Whatever is due to relations of . 4 

kind; to his friends, to his country, and to any par- = 
ticular” community whereof he is a member. It pre- 0 
vents his willingly: hurting or grieving any man. It | 
guides him into an uniform practice of juſtice and merey, I 
equally extenſive with the principle whence it flows. It 
conſtrains him to do all poflible good, of every poſſible 
kind, to all men: and makes him invariably reſolv'd, 

in every cireumſtance of life; to do that, and that only, : 
to others, which ſappoſing he were himſelf in the ſame: —̃ 
eee would n WP ſhould do to him. £45 _— 
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28 4005 And as he is eaſy to obern ſo he * aß „ö—r xxx 
himſelf. He is free from the painful ſwellings of pride, 1 
from the flames of anger, from the impetuous guſts of 
irregular ſelf- will. He is no longer tortured with en- 
vy or malice, or with unreaſonable and hurtful deſire. 


Ile is no more. enflav'd to the Pleaſures of ſenſe,” bar 


has the full power both over his mind and ng; 6 

a continued chearful courſe of ſobriety, obtemr 77s 
and _— He knows how to uſe all thing 

* + - 5 


e 


3 to them all. Ee Ganda abo 7 
which - captivate 


thoſe, low pleaſures -of . 
vulgar: minds, whether arifing | thao what mortals term 
greatneſs, or novelty, or beauty. All theſe too he 
can taſte, and ſtill look upward; ſtill aſpire to nobler 


enjoyments. Neither is he a ſlave to fame: Popular 
eee he ents rere . 
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= Cenſure gives him no uneaſineſs; being con- 
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us to himſelf, that he would not willingly, 4 8 


and that be bas the approbation of the Logp,of all. 


He cannot fear want; knowing in whoſe hand is the 
earth and the fulneſs thereof, and that it is impoſſible 


for him to with- hold from one that fears him any man- 
* of thing that is good. He cannot fear pain, know- 
g it will never be ſent, unleſs it be for bis Send, ad- 


; vantage; and that then his ſtrength will be proportion- 


ed to it, as it has always been in times paſt. He can- 
not fear death; being able to truſt Him he loves with 
Pp ſoul as well as his body; yea, glad to leave the 
rruptible body in the duſt, till it is raiſed incorrup- 
and immortal. So that in honour or ſhame, in 
Ana. or want, in eaſe or pain, in life or ad, 


- always and in all n be, e, 


0 beh. Anal, bn. b e 


12. He is happy in hanking sf WK is ae 
e cauſe and Lox p of all, and that He is not 
the produce either of blind chance or inexorable ne- 
ceſſity. He is happy in the full aſſurance he has, that 
this Creator and End of all Things, is a Being of bound- 
cſs wiſdom, of infinite, power to execute all the deſigns 
of his wiſdom, and of no leſs infinite goodneſs, to di- 
rect all his power to the advantage of all his crea- 
tures. Nay, even the conſideration of his immutable 
_ Juſtice; rendring to all their due, of his unſpotted ho- 

Aineſs, of his all- ſuffieiency in Himſelf, and of that im- 
menſe ocean of all perfections, which center in Gon 
from eternity to 1 a r ere w to the 


e eee | et bes 
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à tranſport of love and praiſe, «0. Lok, our — TREAT 


by 2 1 
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x PE Aifa 


| 1 every ſcene opening 


e the ings chat fi | 
Wie war ack e bear, 


18 Tf are ty eln wr works, Parma bee, „ 9 


bur. ke ae sf os, 
- Gon, even his eternal power and wiſdom, in the 15 55 15 ; 
things that are ſeen, the heavens, the earth, the fowls . „ 

while, rejoicing. in the conſtant. cate which he 1 5 3 
takes of the, work of his Nan hand 5 he breaks Out, in 45 5 1 


nor! How excellent is thy name in all the 5 p 
Thou that haſt ſet thy glory above the heavens! 9 
While he, as it were, ſees the Lozp fitting upon his 1 
throne, and ruling all things well: While he oblerves 
the general providence of Gon co · extended with * 4 „ 
whole creation, and ſurveys all the effects of it in he 
heavens and earth, as à well pleas d ſpectator; While 
he ſees the wiſdom and goodneſs. of his general go _ 
vernment deſcending to every particular; ſo n 535 
over the whole univerſe, as over a ſingle. perſon; o 
watching over every ſingle perſon, as if he were te 
whole univerſe: How does he exult, when he reviews 

> various traces of the almighty goodneſs, in xhat 
5 befallen himſelf, in the ſeveral circumſtances and 


. changes of his own life! All which; he now ſees, have II , 55 1 


been allotted to him and dealt out, in number, 1 


weight, and meaſure. With what triumph of ſoul, in 93 3 


ſurveying either the general or particular-providence 
of God, does he obſerve every line a out an 
0 ee! 1 


$A 


* 


14. He is ! and inexpreſlbly wappy, in * 1 1 
eee ſulleſt conviction, This all- power 
ful, all - wiſe, all · gracious Being, this Governour of all, 
loves me. This Lover of my ſoul is always with me,, 
is never abſent, no not for a moment. And I love 
— there is none in heaven but Thee, none on earth t! 
I deſire beſide Thee! And He has given me to 
wie Himſelf, le ba, ſtamp'd his n Fac. „ 


* 


"Ts Wy  - 
| heart.” n Him; 1 d only his win; 1 <f » 
__ lim (ot ries Bip and my ſpirit.” And it will 
Hot de long before I ſhall die ts ins Fihall die 
| Into the arms of God. And then farewel fin ant pain; , 
ECC . 
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V ng. This is the "EY D eee 
Ks be not prejudiced againſt him for his name. For- 
pre his particularities of opinion, and (what you think) 

ertisibus modes of worſhip. Theſe are circumſtan- 
der of ſmall concern; and do not enter into the 
 effence of his character. Cover them with a veil of 
love, and look at the 25841 me — his W 

1 wall his happineſs. . 

Sh Oki! City rende conceive eber a more - amiable or 
a more defrable bender F antes ce i 


Is it your own? Pr Gia e Ae 
opinions! I care not what you are called. Taſk — 
(i does not deſerve a thought) what opinion you are 

of; fo you are conſcious to yourſelf, that you are the 
man, whom 1 have un Pander E aan „ 


855 e hee 5c you ought to be ſach? Is Me 

n . world: welt pleaſed chat — are 

* ** . * 
ty hn har 1026 6 defire' i ies P:would to Gon't 

may penetrate your mmoſt ſoul; and that you 

| 5 have no reſt in your ſpirit, par 2 are eden 

red ou 445 40008 mme FOND eee 
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Sec. IL. 7; 39 Phe. ee point t ; * 
What is real, genuine Chriſtianity? — 2 
e e eee in * Tant, eee 
| vow of doQrige.” It SER Os 21 re BRN 
3111 l 
. e cakes k in the latter fd; is; "that 
of doQrine, pea deſcribes. the . above 


7 g ? -— 
a 2 71 24 cited, | of 
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I 


* 
: 4 
uf 


5 


Int 


„ cited, which- promiſes, It ſhall be mine, (provided. 1 


will not reſt till I attain) and which. * We. * : 
may attain it. l 


3 


2. Firſt, it © A erbe, this under in Wk is 


"and that in the moſt lively and affecting manner, . | 


main lines of this picture are beautifully drawn, in ma- 


y paſſages of the Old Teſtament. Theſe. are filled 
up in the New, retouch'd and. faiſh'd, with al che. 


art of Go. 


3a 


The ſame we haye in miniature more i : 
particulkrly in the thirteenth . of the ſormer 


epiſtle to the Corinthians, and in that diſcourſe which 


St. Matthew. records, as delivered by our; FOR Res 
entrance upon his publick mini, 


3. Secondly, , Chriſtianity omiſes, this character ſhall 
be mine, if I will not reſt Pal I attain it. This is pro- 
miſed both in the Old Teſtament and the New. In- 
the New is, in effect, all a promiſe: ſeeing every 
deſcription, of the ſervants of Gon mention'd therein, 
has the nature of a command; in conſequence of thoſe 
general injunctions, à Be ye followers. of me, as 1 am 


"of Chriſt: bd Be ye Fillers. of them, who through faith 
4 patience inherit the promiſes, And every —— | 


has the force of a promiſe; in vertue of thoſe general 


promiſes; ©. A, new heart will 1 give gau, and I will 


Put my ſpirit dit hin you; and. cauſe you #0. wall in a my 
r and ye Gall kerp my judgments. and do them. 

4 This js, the, covenant. that. 1 will make after thoſe, days, 
aus. the Lonxd, 1 will put my laws into their minds 


awrite them in their hearts. Accordingly, when it 


s ſaid, Thou Halt love. the Lord thy Gon, with. all 
Thy heart, and with all thy foul, —— auith, all. thy 


© mind; it is not only, a direction, what J oY do; but 
a a promiſe of what Gop will do in me: Exactly equi 


valent with what is written elſewhere, f The Lord ty 


Gon, will rome thy * and the heart ＋ a 


2 2 xi. 1. . vi. 127 45 e Reel a 264 27%. 
fob. Fills |” 8 mm Xl. 37 1 Deut. xis. 6, 925 
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Be uding to the cuſtom then in uſe) 7 love the Lonb 
8 th Gop with all thine heart and with all "thy . 


% 


4. This ba obſerv'd, it will readily appear to | {| 
very ſerious perſon, who reads the New. et 1 


Wich that care, which the importance of the ſubſect . 
demands, That every particular branch of the preced- * 


ing character is manifeſtly promiſed therein: Either 
explicitly, under the very form of a promiſe, or virtu- ä | 
ally, under that of a en or command. „ 


Chritiantty tells me, in the 2 bow 1 1 
a wan the promiſe, namely, by Fait 1e 


le ee Falk f Not an phion, ne Bort than * 
it is a form of words: not any number of opinions L 
put together, be they ever ſo true. A ſtring of opi- * 
nions is no more Chriſtian Faith, than a ** of beads ä 
15 Chriſtian holineſs. - 8. . 3 
39 Ihe not an afſent to any opinion, „ 1 10 
opinions. A man may aſſent to three, or three and || *? 
twenty creeds : He may aſſent to all the Old and New . 
Teſtament (at leaſt, as far as he underſtands MO Ko; 
vet have no Chriſtian faith at all. o_ mY 
1 
6. The Faith by which the ee js attained, * 9 
repreſented by Chriſtianity, as a power wrought by the L 
Almighty in an immortal fpirit, inhabiting an houſe Pe 
of clay, to ſee thro” that veil into the world of ſpirits, 
into things inviſible and eternal : a power to diſcern 
thoſe things, which with eyes of fleſh and blood no 
man hath ſeen or can ſee: either by reafon of their na: | 
ture, which (though they ſurround us on every fide) is 1 
not perceivable by theſe groſs ſenſes: or by reaſon of 
| their diſtance, as * off, ee of — 
ener Af N — = 
| | I Wy .N 
7. This is Chriſtian faith in che + Sn wad of it: th 
In its more particular notion it is, a divine evidence or - 


conviction wrought in my heart, that Gov is rechn- 
ciled to me through his Son: 3 No _— in 


$3 3: * 


- 


"T1 


confidence. in Ho. as à gracious, reconciled father; f = 
for all things, ſo eſpecially for all He een ae 4 
Wd are inviſible and eternal, 4 4 oy 


"To believe (in the Chriſtian 800 is | then, to walk | {8 
in the light of eternity: and to have a clear fight of, 1 
and confidence in the Moſt High, reconciled to er _- 
. the Son of his love. ; ; | 


8. Now how, highly deſirable is ſuch a faith, were 1 | 


| it only on its own account? For how little does the 
E. wiſeſt of men know, of any thing more than he can 1 
E:- ſee with his eyes? What clouds and darkneſs cover the. z 
| | Whole ſcene of things inviſible and eternal? What does 1 
I be know even of himſelf, as to his inviſible part? What, 3 | 
of his future manner of exiſtence? How melancholy an. | 
account does the prying, learned philoſopher, (perhaps 1 
the wiſeſt and beſt of all Heathens) the great, the ve. 
nerable Marcus Antoninus give of theſe things? What 
2; was the reſult of all his ſerious reſearches? Of his high 
y and deep contemplations ? = Either difh ipations (of the 
ſoul as well as the body, into the common, unthinking 
maſs) or re-abſorption. into the univerſal fire, the un- 
intelligent ſource of all things: or, ſome unknown. 
manner of conſcious exiſtence, after the body ſinks to FX 
riſe no more.” One of theſe three he ſuppoſed muſt. 1 
ſucceed death; but which he had no light to determine. + "1 
Poor NE! / With all his wealth, his N his 11 
n With all his wiſdom and philoſophy! | * _— 


: 
« What points of knowledge did be e 1 3 8 
That life is ſacred all — aud wain! _ 5 1 
Sacred how high? And vain hiw low? . SOR | 
= #e could not tel] — But died to know.” | 


9. He died to know! And ſo muſt you: 1 1 5 
are now a partaker of Chriſtian faith. O conſider this. 
Nay, and conſider, not only how little you know of / | 
the immenſity of the things that are beyond ſenſe and 
time, but how uncertainly do you know even that lit- | 

_ tle? How faintly glimmering a light is that you have? 
* you Property be ſaid, to {new any of theſe i 5 
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y to the rational, the reflecting part of mankind 


ate theſe? A more extenſive knowledge of things in- 
greater certainty In whatever 
knowledge” of them we have: and, in order to both, 


viſible and eternal: a 
faculties capable of dini ching; inviſible. A 


„ rt Let fanjarriat reatba' peak. Does. © 


— * s e conje * 1 5 
Aud che reaſon is Hake ow Few no ſenſes ſuited to 
inviſible or eternal objects. What d-fiderata then, ef- 


not every thinking man want a window, not ſo much 


in his neighbour's, as in his own breaſt? He wants an 
fin fe chere, of whatever kind, that might let in 
D | 


t from eternity. He is pained to be thus feeling 


all a mere Knees board 


21 0 . faith ſapplies. It gives a 


more extenfive'knowledge of things inviſible, ſhewin 


What eye had not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither could it 
before enter into our heart to conceive. And all theſe 
it ſhews in the cleareſt light, with the fulleſt certainty \ 
and evidence. For it does not leave us to receive our 
notices of them, by mere reflection from the dull glaſs 
of ſenſe: but reſolves a thouſand znigmas of the high- 


eſt concern by giving faculties ſuited to things inviſible. 


Ohl who Sola not wiſh for ſuch a faith, were it only 


on theſe accounts? How much more, if by this I'may 


receive the promiſe, I may attain all that holineſs and 


* 


happineſs ? 


12. 80 Chriſtianity tells me: and ſo I find it, may 
every real Chriſtian ſay. I now am aſſured, that theſe 


things are ſo: I experience them in my own breaſt. 
What Chriſtianity (conſidered as a doctrine) promiſed, 


is accompliſhed in my foul. And Chriſtianity, conſi- 


dered, as an inward principle is the completion of all, 


thoſe ae It is holineſs and happineſs; the image 9 F 


* 
. 4 
- 


Gov, fo darkly, ſo uncerrainly : to know fo little 

of Gon, and indeed ſo little of any beſide material ob- 
He is concerned, that he muſt ſee even that lit- 

tte, ge directly, but i in the dim, ſullied glaſs of ſenſe: 
and confequently fo {pag and ET Is that * 
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| Sec 1 Ie b. . Aud dh 1 0 e . N | 
evidence of the truth» of Chriſtianity: Ide not unders 


value traditional evidence: Let it have its our 


its due honour: It is highly ſerviceable in its Kind: 
and in 3 And yet I: cannot: ſeviv an a vel! 


umu . eee eee 
Aten ane uu e $306 *--f Ag 11) 37 wh ny 
| n 1 15 chat traditional evidence, 


ſuppoſed. 
is weakened by length of time; as it muſt neceſſarii 


Ppaſs through 4 many hands, in a continued ſucceſſion 


of ages, But no length of time can/ poſſibly affect the 
ſtrength of this internal evidence Its equally ſtrong, 
cqually-new,\ through the» courſe of ſeventeen hundred 
years. It paſſes now, oven as it has done fromthe 

inning, directly from Gov che believing; ſoulo 
Dol you ſuppoſe time will ever dry up this ſtreum? 0 


| no. It ſhallineverbeiout offt!!! 


ee en . e e. * 
Lalitur Tabehar forme bn won. * * 
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1 Traditions . b 
cated nature neceſſarily including io many ani ſo vas 


rious conſiderations, hat only men of æ ſtrong and 


clear undenſtanding can be ſenſible of its full: force 
On the contrary, — plain and ſimple is this? And 
how level to the lomeſt capacity bs not this the unf 
« One thing I know: I was blind; but now I ſee.“ 


An argument ſo plain 5 — » 5 


rene l it, 3 

111 8 I; US <3 235 "Ir 12011303 : 
4 33 The traditional,evidens: -ob Obritizity anda 
iÞ:were:a great way , off; and therefore although it ſpeaks 
lond-andexlear; : yet makey:a leſs livelsipredion. - I 


gives: us an account of what was tranſacted long aga⸗- 
im far «diſtant times as weil cas places; Whergas he 
inward evidence is intimately; preſent! to:all perſons, at 


allctimas, and in all places. It is, nigh thee, in thy 


Nd wt liars if . Lord 


"_ 5 . Jeſus | 


= 
"Wo 


= nn this iber 
IE: G fo called. Th Gop bath given” 
ante 15 eternal 1 .. and this Ae i is in bis den. oh 


eben it werei poſible (which: 1 sbb is | 
pen. 2 to ſhake the traditional evidence of Chriſtianity, 
ſtill be that has the internal evidence (and every true 
believer hath the witneſs or evidence in himſelf) 2 Would 
| and firm: and unſhaken“ :Stilk:he could ſay to aboſe- 6 
who were ſtriking at the external evidence, Beat on 
the fack of Araxageras.” But you can no more hurt - 
y evidence of Chriſtianity, than the t. 1 hurt 
the ane wiſe man. Hes q bent e 
ne Nen ode rf T 
3 have e 
chat the wiſdom of God has, in moſt later ages, per- 
mitted the external evidenee of Chriſtianity to be more 
or leſs: clogged and incumbered, for this very end, that 
men (of reflection eſpecially) might not altogether reſt 
there, but be conſtrained to look into 3 8 
and attend to the light ſhining in their. hearts.” 85 
xt * I „ EIN . 
| Nay, it ſeems (if it be i i 0 for 
into the reaſons of the divine diſpenſations) that par- 
i in chis age, Gov ſuffers all kind of objecti- 
| ons to be raiſed 1 evidence of Chri- 
„ ſtanity, that men of. underſtanding, though unwilling 
= to give it up, yet, at che ſame ty they defend this 
= evidence, may not reft the whole ſtrength — cauſe 
0 IE bus del r wort 
be! 5 : 1 ct #1 ITT E 
_ © hi Without this, Hcannevibatdoubt; whether has. 
_ can long maintain their cauſe: whether, if they do 
= not obey the loud call of Goo, and lay far more ſtreſs, 
8 chan they have hitherto done, on this internal evi- 
5 dence of Chriſtianity, they will not, one after another, 
] give up — and (in heart at leaſt) go over to 
= . thoſe whom they are now contending; with: ſo that in; 
5 a century or two,” the People of Ragna will be fairly 
divided into real Deiſts and real Chriſtians; + bon te 
And F apprehend: this would be vo loſs at all, but: | 
; rather an — Chviſtian'cauſe : mays! _ \ 
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28 way, af bringing all reaſonable Dit to de Chriſtians, 


> AY 7. May. I be eine, aig ea Heck 7 May , 
aſk, of you that are called Chriſtians, 1 


What real loſs would:. you, ſuſtain, in giving up your 


4 . — opinion, that the Chtiſtian ſyſtem is of Gop? 


hough you bear the name, you are not Chriſ 
now : you have neither chriſtian faith nor love. You\ 
have. no divine evidence of things unſeen: you have 


not entered into the holieſt by the blood of Feſuc. 


You do not love God with all your heart: neither do 
2 ou love your neighbour. as yourſelf. You! are neither 
ppy nor holy. You. have not learned i in every. ſtate 
therewith to be content; to rejoice evermore, even in 


want, pain, death; and in every thing to give thanks. 


You are not holy in heart; ſuperior to pride, to an- 
ger, to fooliſh deſires. Neither are you holy in life: 


vou do not walk as Chriſt . alſo walked. Does not the 


main of your Chriſtianity lie in your opinion? decked 


with a fem outward obſervances? For as to morality, 


even honeſt Heathen morality (O let me utter a me- 
lancholy truth) many of thoſe whom yo ſtile Deiſts, 
there is reaſon to fear, have far more of it than Ven- 


8. Go on, gentlemen, and proſper:/ Shame theſe 
nominal chriſtians out of that; poor ſuperſtition which 
they call Chriſtianity. Reaſon, rally, laugh them out 
of their dead, empty forms, void of ſpirit, of faith, 
of loye. Convince. them, that ſuch unmeaning page- 
antry (for ſuch it manifeſtly is, if there is nothing in 
the heart correſpondent with the outward ſhew) is ab- 
ſolutely unworthy, you need not ſay, of God, but even 
of any man that is endued with common underſtanding. 
Shew them, that while they are endeavouring to pleaſe 
God thus, they are only beating the air. Know your 


time: preſs on: puſn your victories, till vou have 


conquered all that know not Gob., And then He, 
whom neither they nor you know now, ſhall ariſe and 
gird Himſelf with ſtrength, and go forth in his al- 
nen . 7 ne e you all e fo bo. 
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